
FRIENDS 
OF  THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

4:00 pm 

John Warren Cooke Room 

Mathews Memorial Library 

In addition to our usual business meeting, our program will be  
This is Your Newspaper  

featuring Elsa Cook Verbyla, Editor  and Peter Teagle, Reporter 

Gloucester/Mathews Gazette Journal 

Door prize and refreshments following the meeting! 
Bring a friend! 

SPRING 2019 VOLUME 37, NUMBER 1 

Scenes from the 
November 2018 
General Meeting 

Youth participants from the 

summer program spoke about 

what they learned. 

Meeting refreshments stayed with 

the Through the Looking Glass 

theme. 

Did we see you at the meeting? 
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From the Library Director…                        Bette Dillehay  

The Power of Outreach 

The Mathews Memorial Library is constantly seeking means by which it can better serve the community.  
Currently, as at most libraries, in addition to making available reading and listening materials, programs are 
geared to serve youth and adults in a variety of ways – book clubs, music programs, etc.  We recently 
became aware of a movement among libraries that focuses on the growing senior population in communities 
such as Mathews.  This prompted staff to ask:  (1) How does this growing demographic affect our library and 
community?  (2) What library services and programming can we provide to target this population? And  
(3) What community organizations can we partner with to offer better service. With Older Americans 
Month coming up in May, now is a great time to think about how effective our library is at reaching our 
older adult audience 

We strive to ensure that all library programs are accessible to all members of the community, but mobility 

and access to reliable transportation may hinder older adults from attending programs.  Addressing this 
problem in a rural area is best solved through partnering with other organizations such as churches and 
social organizations to facilitate homebound deliveries of library materials or by creating outreach programs 
such as book clubs, reading to senior groups or workshops on subjects such as diet and nutrition.  In the past, 
the Mathews library has been only marginally successful in such outreach activities; however, there is 
renewed interest on the part of staff in revisiting the concept. 

A more targeted program is currently being considered.  After researching a number of programs, we 
propose to offer support and a special service to individuals experiencing memory loss as well as to their 
caregivers.  As envisioned, these programs are intended to encourage engagement and conversation.  They 
will include such activities as story-telling, “arm chair travels” and the creation of special collections of 
various things - books, videos, pictures, games to serve to refresh or bring back memories.  Such activities 
can logically be offered at the library or offsite at such locations as senior centers and nursing homes. 

Embarking on this new approach to library service is challenging to members of the library staff who 
recognize the importance of initiating such ventures correctly.  Avenues for training through Alzheimer’s 

associations or other groups is being explored to ensure that the program produces positive results. 

Many thanks to  

Cindy Gebhard of  

Harvest Moon Garden and Design 
for her donation of services in the upkeep 

of our Library Courtyard. Cindy is a 

Virginia-certified landscape designer and 

if you have not taken advantage of the 

Courtyard ‘s beauty and tranquility, 

please do so on your next visit to 

the Library.  

If you are interested in volunteering at the 
Mathews Memorial Library, take time to 

download and fill out the Volunteer 
Application available on the Mathews 

Memorial Library website 

(www.mathewslibrary.org).  
Bring the application to the library and have a 

chat with our library director about where you 

may best fit in with the team!  



Treasure’s Report...       Treasurer, Paul Dubois 

INCOME      2019 Budget                                              2019 Actual 

 Book Sales  14,500 2,313 

 Bricks  600  

 Treakle Grants  20,000  

 Contributions  12,000 390 

 Membership Dues  700 105 

 Investment Income (CD)  100  

  TOTAL INCOME  47,900 2,808 
  

OPERATING EXPENSES  

 Accounting Services  5,450 885 

 Advertising and Publicity  500 230 

 Awards and Honorariums  25  

 Book Store Supplies/Repairs  500  

 Brick Expenses  300  

 Fees and Licenses  50 25 

 Fundraising  400  

 Garden Maintenance  250  

 Membership Expenses  200  

 Newsletter  650  

 Office Supplies  300 33 

 Rentals  150  

 Orrell Cleaning and Supplies  1,400 239 

 Postage/PO Box/Safe Deposit Box  1,300 326 

 Subscriptions  80  

 Telephone  700 124 

  Total Operating Expenses  12,255 1,874 

  

PROGRAM EXPENSES  

 Library Director’s Programs  13,000 250 

 Literacy Project  4,500 30 

 Staff Appreciation  700 

  Total Program Expenses  18,200 280 

  TOTAL EXPENSES  30,455 2,154 

Reserve for Future Projects  17,445 

NET INCOME  0 654 

2/28/19 UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS: $139,102 

Assets Liabilities 

Checking Account  36,450   

Library Director’s Fund  13,000   

Davenport Account  89,652   

Davenport Money Market    

 TOTAL ASSETS  139,102   

February 28, 2019 
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From the FOL President…                         Molly Broderson 

Dear Friends, 

As I pondered about writing my letter to you, someone on Facebook posted this: 

 

As they say, a picture is worth a thousand words! 

The Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library continue to amaze me as many gifts, both 

financial and actual books, sustain us so that we in turn, can continue to support our 

library.  Thank you so very much for your continued support. 

The arrival of Spring not only brings flowers, osprey, and flowering gardens but it also 

means it is time for us to meet.  Our general meeting is on Tuesday, April 16th at 4:00 PM.  

We are so pleased to have our very own Elsa Cooke Verbyla, Gazette Journal Publisher 

and Peter Teagle, Gazette Journal Reporter as our featured speakers.  The theme, This is 

YOUR Newspaper, offers not only the opportunity to learn more about our local 

newspaper but to ask questions you have and to share ideas you have.  We look forward to 

seeing you and please, bring a friend or two as we love making new friends!  And yes, we 

will all enjoy chatting after the program while enjoying theme related snacks created by 

our very own Joyce McKelvey and Friends. 

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need.” Cicero 

With warm regards, 

Molly Broderson, President 



-  5  - 

 

SPRING 2019 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

Introducing Our New Board Member…       Dana Brown 

I am a native of Mathews living in Cobbs Creek area all my life. I retired in 
2008 from the Post Office Department after serving 35 years. The last 9 years 
was at the main office of Mathews. Living and working in my community was 
always my desire. 

I have been a member of Spring Hill Baptist Church all my life. I have been the 
organist there for at least 40 years. I teach Sunday School and am involved 
with all activities through the church. 

My hobbies are now just volunteering in the community. I love helping Social 
Services with the Christmas Store each year. I have been a member of the 
Woman’s Club since I was 20 years old. Starting with the Juniors and now 
with the Seniors. I have served as President with both groups and even on the 
District Level. 

In my spare time I love to read. It is something about going into a book store and browsing until you find 
that special book. I like the old bookstores, and I especially like finding biographies of Presidents and 
collecting World War II books. Most time I need help carrying them! My friend will always remind me that 
I have to walk back to the car! 

My husband, Bobby, was a building contractor in the county for years. He passed away in 2007. I am 
blessed with 3 sons, 2 daughters-in-law, and 4 beautiful granddaughters. 

Life is Good! 

Dana Foster Brown 

From the Finance Committee…   

The Finance Committee held its first meeting of 2019 on January 26th. We welcomed new members; Lisa 
White and Paul Dubois. Our returning members are Hal Hertzler and Joe Diggs.  

At this meeting with our investment advisor present, it was decided to establish a short term cash account as 

a way to further diversify our holdings and provide a competitive rate of return. The board approved our 
recommendation and this account was opened in March.  

As a final item of business the committee agreed to establish an investment policy statement for the benefit 
of the FOL going forward. Our primary goal is stewardship of the funds entrusted to us! Thank You!  

Congratulations to Annie Wortham and Neil Webre, 

awarded the 2018 Maree Morgan Volunteer Service 

Award for their invaluable work with the FOL Used 

Book Store. Thank You for all you do. 
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General Membership Meeting Minutes              Fall, 2018 
Friends of Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. General Membership Meeting 

John Warren Cooke Conference Room   November 14, 2018 

Meeting attendees list available on request. 

Ted Broderson moved that the minutes of the Spring General Meeting, April 17, 2018, be accepted as 
published. Annie Wortham seconded and all approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Hal Hertzler presented the Treasurer’s statement from October 31, 2018, and 
mentioned that we are in a very strong financial position. We are meeting and exceeding most of our 
budgeted income items. The bookstore income continues to be very strong, and Hal thanked Michael 
Cannon for her tireless work at the bookstore. Our brick sales and membership income have exceeded 
budget due to the many outreach booths manned during the year. Joi Ball, Joyce McKelvey, and Lisa White 
were commended for their time and energy coordinating and manning the booths. The checking account 
balance as of October 31, 2018 was a healthy $33,457. The investment account at Davenport has attained a 

7.66% rate of return for the year as of the end of October. The Treakle Foundation grant of $20,000 has been 
received. 

Library Director’s Report:  Bette Dillehay shared that the library is making great strides in reaching out to 
the community. In response to looking at what barriers there may be to library services, the Library Board of 
Trustees approved a policy on November 13 to remove overdue fees for children. Finding a way to reach 
teens is challenging. Mathews High School is considering an internship program, and the library is looking 
at sponsoring one or more teens to digitize archival material in the Chesapeake archival collection. The 
Deck the Halls program theme this year is Christmas Magic. Bill Lohmann, the author of Dr. Coptr: The 

Flying Physician Who Kept His Promise to Tangier Island, will speak at the library on Thursday, November 15. 

Standing Committee Reports 

Communication:  Mary Whitley stated that it has been her pleasure to help produce the newsletter, 
which goes out three times a year to approximately 450 email recipients and 160 print recipients. Joi 
will take over the newsletter duties beginning with the spring, 2019 newsletter. The newsletter is 

available on-line and also in print at the bookstore and the Mathews Visitor Center. 

Membership:  Joyce was commended by Molly Broderson for not only chairing the Membership 
Committee, but for her role as Hospitality Chair. Her attention to detail for the floral arrangements, 
décor, and delicious refreshments for the membership meetings was lauded by Molly. Joyce stated 
that her goal this past year was to achieve 500 members, and that goal had been met. The 2019 goal 
is to increase the membership to 550.  She stated that we need to recruit younger members. 

Bookstore:  Michael stated that plans are to expand the back room of the bookstore to give more 
working area. The Relax and Read area has been popular. There is a lot of behind the scenes time 
put in by the A-Team volunteers who commit to volunteering two to three days per week to keep the 
bookstore running efficiently. Michael thanked Joan Metzger who volunteers one Saturday per 
month and Beverly Diggs who is a new Saturday volunteer.  Michael also praised Annie Wortham 
and Neil Webre who haul away nine to twelve boxes of unsaleable book donations every week to 
redistribute. Michael stated that we are grateful for all the heroes that help us. 

Nominating Committee:  Joi presented the slate of officers nominated for 2019. The slate is as follows: 

President—Molly Broderson  Secretary—Jan Towne 
Vice President—Mary Whitley Treasurer—Paul Dubois 

Ted Broderson moved to close the nominations. Brenda Baker seconded and all approved. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Membership For 2019     Join for Life and Save!!  
 I want to open/renew my membership. Remittance is enclosed to: 

 _____ New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

 _____ New Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

 _____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

  

        Mr./Mrs./Ms___________________________________________________________________________ 
    Name         Telephone 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    Address      Email Address 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

   Mail To:                                             FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

Have you renewed your Annual Member in the Friends of 
the Library? 
Our membership runs January through December, or you can become a Life Member and never have to 
renew again! 

Simply fill in the form below and send it in. We thank you for your support! 

Mary made a motion to approve Dana Brown as the newest board member. Joyce seconded and all 
approved. 

Two library staff members, Carol McCormack and Maude Donovan, presented a program titled “Through 
the Looking Glass” which described the 2018 children’s summer program at the library. 

Molly presented Annie Wortham and Neil Webre with the 2018 Maree Morgan Volunteer Service Award 
for their dedication to helping the bookstore, specifically with redistributing the unsaleable book donations. 

Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice W. Towne, Secretary 

(Continued from page 6) Minutes 



Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 

Extra! Extra! Extra! Read All About It! 

This is Your Newspaper  
featuring Elsa Cook Verbyla, Editor   

Peter Teagle, Reporter 

Gloucester/Mathews Gazette Journal 
 

General Meeting of the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library 

Tuesday, April 16, 2019 

4:00 PM 

Mathews Memorial Library 

Door prize and refreshments following the meeting! 

Bring a friend! 
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