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Spring and Summer with the F.O.L. 

Spring General Meeting, April 

Joyce McKelvey, Maria Pittman, 

Molly Broderson at the refreshment 
table 

Program Presenters from the 

Gazette-Journal, Elsa Verbyla and 
Peter Teagle, with Molly Broderson  

Membership Booths at the Festivals 

 Shared our space with Riders for  

Readers at May Faire 

Booth at Gwynn’s Island Festival in June.  

We were at Market Days in September, too.  

Joyce McKelvey and Barbara Frey 

 4th Grade Promotion, June 

Mary Whitley presented a book 
to each Lee-Jackson 4th grader 
at their Promotion Ceremony 

Financial Support for 

Summer Programs 

 Summer Youth Program 

 

 

 Soothing Sounds of 

Summer Concert Series. 



-  2  - 

 

FALL 2019 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 Auburn 

Wharf 

 Bavon 

 Beaverlett 

 Belle Isle 

 Blakes 

 Bohannon 

 Cardinal 

 Cobbs Creek 

 Cricket Hill 

 Diggs 

 Dixie 

 Fitchetts 

 Foster 

 Grimstead 

 Gwynn 

 Hallieford 

 

 

 Hicks Wharf 

 Hudgins 

 Laban 

 Matthews/

Mathews 

 Miles Store 

 Mobjack 

 Moon 

 Motorun 

 New Point 

 North 

 North End 

 Onemo 

 Peary 

 Penny 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Port 

Haywood 

 Pribble 

 Redart 

 Retz 

 Ruff 

 Sarah 

 Shadow 

 Shell 

 Soles 

 Susan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tabernacle 

 Traders 

 Warehouse 

 Williams 

Wharf 

Putting Your Stamp on Mathews County 
 
The program at the Friends of the Library Fall General will be “Mathews County Post Offices Past and 
Present.” How well do you know the Post Offices throughout the County? This map shows the locations of 
44 post offices, and a list of their names. Can you place the correct name to the correct location? 
 
The answers will be available at the meeting, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 2019 at 4:00 pm. Come to the meeting and 
see how well you did! 
 
The answers will also  
be emailed to FOL  
members sometime after  
the meeting, and posted  
on the FOL website. 
 

Do we have your current  
email address? 

Map source adapted from 
Mathews County  

Comprehensive Plan, Wetlands 
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From the FOL President…                         Molly Broderson 

Greetings, Friends! 

As you will read, the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library have been busy but many already know that 
as you attended The Soothing Summer Sounds events, read about the Highland Games, and saw pictures of the 

excited students as they learned about our early history during sessions, “Footprints along the James” in 
July.  We cannot fund these programs without your help and continued support.  And, we cannot thank you 
enough!!!! 

You also continue to donate books and purchase ‘new to you’ tomes in our book store which continues to be 
ably manned by Michael and Ed Cannon and of course, the A Team.  Like you, I love bringing friends to 
the book store and yes, I have snagged some great reads but more importantly, it feels so warm and cozy as 
we catch up with old and meet new friends.   

During 2019 we reached out to promote literacy in our community as we gave each rising 

Thomas Hunter Middle School fifth grade student, The Wild Robot written by Caldecott 
Honor winner Peter Brown, in their promotion ceremony in June.  We also continue to 
donate money to a local pediatrician who in turn shares her love of literacy with children 
by giving each child a book during each wellness check-up during their first five years.  We 
also purchased books for teachers in all three Mathews County Public Schools. 

With our thanks for your continued support, 
Molly Broderson 

From the Library Director…                        Bette Dillehay  

Not In Our Job Description 

Perhaps it was never really the case when the role of the library worker was to focus solely on providing 
access to written information and the greatest challenge was keeping the stacks in order.  Even today, many 
young library school graduates envision a career centered around such activities.  Whether or not such a 
time ever existed, it takes only a short while for those entering the profession to learn otherwise.  More 
seasoned workers are uncertain of such a halcyon time ever existing, but are quite certain it no longer is the 
case. 

In a rural area such as Mathews, the challenges to library workers can be quite different than those 
experienced by librarians in urban areas.  There are few, if any, homeless persons whose only chance of 
being warm is the public library.  Drug use and the need for responding to an overdose emergency to date 
has not occurred.  Absent these particular situations as well as others, nonetheless, there are challenges to be 
encountered if the staff seeks to play a larger role in meeting the needs of the community.  Staff members of 
Mathews Memorial Library are committed to just such service.  Librarians traditionally serve the 
community through access to information in a safe environment.  Successfully fulfilling a larger role 
requires:  (a) an understanding of the community beyond the number of library card holders, and (b) the 

existence within the staff of public service skill sets to meet a larger agenda. 

To address both requirements is our goal.  The staff recently began a series of self-assessment activities 
designed to create a better understanding of our capabilities based on an analysis of our strengths and 

(Continued on page 4) 
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From the Finance Committee…   

The Finance Committee has established an investment policy statement for the benefit of the FOL going 
forward. Our primary goal is good stewardship of the funds entrusted to us! The Policy is available to 
membership on request. If any member has a question regarding our investments, please contact a member 
of the committee.  

weaknesses.  While we are reasonably comfortable that the skill sets for providing access to information 
exist, we are determined to examine and assess the current availability of those skills needed for expanding 
services to the public. 

Our need to have a better understanding of the community cannot be minimized.  We know that within the 
more than 10,000 currently active patrons we reach a wide spectrum of the population.  Taking a closer look 
at a profile of the community tells us, however, that there is more we can do.  A few facts culled from the 
latest Census data (2017) that confirm this include the following:  In a population of 8,802 individuals, the 
median age is 52.0.  Confirming the general perception, it was reported that a significant number of citizens 
(31%) had reached the age of 65 and over while less than 16% were 18 and under.  Age, of course, is only 
part of the picture.  The social and economic status of residents has an immense impact on the type and level 
of services offered.  In Mathews 10% of all citizens are recognized as living in poverty with 16% of that 
number being under the age of 18. 

We know that numbers don’t tell the whole story.  Our goal is to learn more and to strive to use our 
knowledge, skills and resources to further enrich the lives of our fellow citizens. 

(From the Library Director, continued from page 3) 

Commemorative Brick Patio 
Our Commemorative Brick Patio at the back entrance to the Library is always 
growing. Not in physical size, but with the placement of newly engraved bricks. Some 
bricks are memorials, donated by family or friends in memory of a loved one. Others 
are donated in honor of births, anniversaries, or other family milestones. Some are 
favorite quotations.  

Commemorative bricks are an ideal way to mark special events, honor loved ones, 
and help support the Friends of the Library at the same time. They make a great gift, 
especially with the holiday season coming up. There are two sizes—3 lines of text and 
5 lines of text. Order forms are available at the FOL meeting, or you can print the 
order form from the website, http://friendsofmathewslibrary.org/
Brick_Order_Form.pdf. 

There is a location map and index of all the engraved bricks. It is available at the General Meeting and a 
copy is also available for reference at the front desk of the Library. 



Treasure’s Report...       Treasurer, Paul Dubois 

INCOME      2019 Budget                                                   2019 YTD 

 Book Sales  14,500 12,519 

 Bricks  600 100 

 Treakle Grants  20,000 10,000 

 Contributions  12,000 2,931 

 Membership Dues  700 545 

 Davenport Money Market Interest  100 163 

  TOTAL INCOME  47,900 26,258 
  

OPERATING EXPENSES  

 Accounting Services  5,450 4,435 

 Advertising and Publicity  500 546 

 Awards and Honorariums  25 50 

 Book Store Supplies/Repairs  500 50 

 Brick Expenses  300 43 

 Fees and Licenses  50 25 

 Fundraising  400  

 Garden Maintenance  250 89 

 Membership Expenses  200  

 Newsletter  650 246 

 Office Supplies  300 33 

 Rentals  150 12 

 Orrell Cleaning and Supplies  1,400 989 

 Postage/PO Box/Safe Deposit Box  1,300 403 

 Subscriptions  80 80 

 Telephone  700 564 

  Total Operating Expenses  12,255 7,565 

  

PROGRAM EXPENSES  

 Library Director’s Programs  13,000 10,354 

 Literacy Project  4,500 3,917 

 Staff Appreciation  700 

  Total Program Expenses  18,200 14,271 

  TOTAL EXPENSES  30,455 21,836 

Reserve for Future Projects  17,445 

NET INCOME  0 4,422 

9/30/19 UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS: $153,341 

Assets Liabilities 

Checking Account  7,159   

Library Director’s Fund  2,896   

Davenport Account  101,428   

Davenport Money Market  41,858   

 TOTAL ASSETS:  153,341      TOTAL LIABILITIES: 0 

September 30, 2019 
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General Membership Meeting Minutes             Spring, 2019 
Friends of Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. General Membership Meeting 

John Warren Cooke Conference Room  April 16, 2019 

Meeting attendees list available on request. 

Lisa White moved that the minutes from the General Meeting held April 16, 2019, be accepted as written.  
Joyce McKelvey seconded and all approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Paul Dubois presented the Treasurer’s statement from March, 2019 and mentioned 
that we are in very good financial shape.  Book sales are strong.  Joe Diggs stated that the Finance 
Committee is currently writing an investment policy to maintain good stewardship of monies received and to 
plan for future needs and unexpected expenses. 
 

Library Director’s Report:  Bette Dillehay stated that one of the current trends in the library world is 

outreach and that it is a challenge to identify segments within the community to serve.  She will be taking a 
three month course beginning in May on how to reach mature members of the community, especially those 
with memory issues. Several author talks are scheduled to include Brad Parks on April 25 and Earl Swift on 
May 9.  The Highland Games and the Soothing Summer Sounds programs have been scheduled.  The 
children’s summer program titled “Footprints Along the River” will begin July 8. 
 

Standing Committee Reports 

Bookstore:  Michael Cannon outlined three goals for the bookstore which are being met.  

1) The first goal is to support the programs Bette and her staff coordinate.  The bookstore earned 
$3625 from January through March of 2019. Even though it is only open four hours every 
Saturday, this first goal is being met because of the team of volunteers that work every Monday 
and Friday behind the scenes.  

2) The second goal is to redistribute unsaleable books.  Neil Webre and Annie Wortham take 
approximately ten boxes of books a week to redistribute.  Excess children’s books are given to the 

Creation Care team who process them and redistribute.  Some extra paperbacks go to the Middle 
Peninsula Regional Security Center.  Don and Joyce McKelvey recycle unsaleable books weekly.  

3) The third goal is to create a welcoming environment where all can come to meet their neighbors.  
Michael encouraged all in attendance to visit the bookstore during Saturday hours. 

Communications:  Joi Ball mentioned that she is helping clean up the database of members.  She 

requested that you contact her if you did not receive the latest newsletter and to update any email 
addresses. 

Membership:  Joyce McKelvey has been working to clean up the membership list, also.  Her goal is to 
have 550 members by the end of the year.  Because of editing duplicate memberships recently, the 
roster is down to 380 members.  She is working with Joi to increase the membership by attending 
local fairs and the farmer’s market. She stated that we encourage young people to join. 

A program titled “This is Your Newspaper” was presented by Elsa Cook Verbyla, Editor, and Peter Teagle, 
Reporter, from the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette Journal. 

 
Meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janice W. Towne, Secretary 



-  7  - 

 

FALL 2019 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

Membership For 2020    Join for Life and Save!!  
 I want to open/renew my membership. Remittance is enclosed to: 

 _____ New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

 _____ New Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

 _____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

  

        Mr./Mrs./Ms___________________________________________________________________________ 
    Name         Telephone 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
    Address      Email Address 

           ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

   Mail To:                                             FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

Have you renewed your Annual Membership  
in the Friends of the Library? 

Our membership runs January through December, or you can become a Life Member and never have to 
renew again! Check your address label for your expiration date. 

Simply fill in the form below and send it in. We thank you for your support! 

Nominating Committee 
The Nominating Committee, consisting of Michael Cannon, Paul Dubois, and Joyce McKelvey, has 
submitted the following proposed slate of candidates for service during 2020. 

President: Joi Ball 

Vice President: Molly Broderson 

Treasurer: Paul Dubois 

Secretary: Jan Towne 

Election will take place at the November 19, 2019 General Meeting and there will be an opportunity for 
nominations from the floor.   

As we say farewell to Joe Diggs and Mary Whitley who will retire from the executive board as of November 
30, 2019, we will introduce potential new executive board members, Cathy Nelson and Vicky Armentrout. 



Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 

 

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library 
Fall General Meeting 
Nov. 19, 2019 4:00 pm 
Cooke Conference Room 

 

Putting Your Stamp 

on Mathews County 

Mathews County  
Post Offices Past and Present  

to follow brief business meeting 

Refreshments will be served. 

All are welcome! 

Illustration by Don McKelvey 


