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FRIENDS

OF THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC.

What the MML and the FOL did on Summer Vacation
Children’s
Summer
Program

Walkway Bricks

Many thanks to our members
and supporters who through
their donations make all of these
library programs and activities
possible for our community.
And, thanks to our Library
Director and staff for such innovative, educational offerings.

Highland Games

The Used Book Store

Booths at Market Days &
Gwynn’s Island Festival
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From the President….

Molly Broderson

Dear Friends,
I woke up in the middle of the night thinking about The Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library. I continue to be honored to serve as the president, a role I take seriously. But
my thoughts actually centered around the Champions of Literacy we recognized during
our Spring General Membership Meeting and highlight in this newsletter.
As I am sure many of you know that being awake in the middle of the night often leads to
other thoughts. I thought about our very successful bookstore led by Michael Cannon
and her A Team; but also, visualized the generous donations people continue to make as
the bookstore surpasses goals set in the budget every year!!
This then made me think of a person who has been an active member of the Friends for
many, many years, Joan Metzger. Did you know Joan and her mother have captured our
history in volumes of memory books? This is an amazing help for all as we must continue
the original mission as we move into 2019. I want to take this opportunity to thank Joan
for the monthly hours she volunteers in the book store. Many already know Joan works
in the bookstore on the first Saturday of each month which allows Michael and Ed Cannon to have a free Saturday, and she has done so for many years! The Friends of the
Mathews Memorial Library are the backbone of our library!
Thank you, Friends!
Welcome to Our New FOL Members
Lifetime Members
Janet Deschak

Vivian Keasler

Bruce Ferris

Brandon Ramey
Lesley Hollowell

Annual Members
Sara Abbitt
Christine Atherton
Mari Boatman
Janet Bowman
EM Butler
Herb Carpenter
Melinda Carpenter
Ed Cart

Brenda Eggleston
Dearing Gardner
Constance Godsey
Karen Gutcher
Krystal McKelvey
Cathy Nelson
Shannon Parlett
Maria Pittman
AJ Plunkett
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Sonja Schnesky
Charla Smith-Worley
Rob Steinhofer
Steve Strickland
Dan Summers
Shawn Towne
Cathy Wahlers
Willis Ward
Ten Wolstenholme
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Many of our FOL members who were unable to attend our Spring General Membership
meeting have requested more information on the community groups with whom we partner
to promote literacy. Listed below are those groups and a brief statement as to what each
does and how the FOL is involved.
Anne Wortham & Neil Webre
Our objective is to have the books not in the best of shape reused/reread rather than destroyed as trash.
The receiver of choice is The Book Thing in Baltimore. Closer is Diversity Thrift in Richmond and
Goodwill in Newport News. Locally, the DAV in Gloucester and the Laurel Shelter Thrift Shop in Hayes
receive many of these books. We take religious books to the Spirit Within in Kilmarnock.
Continental Society
The Mathews Continental Societies Inc. received several boxes of books from the FOL for school-age
children. We distribute the books to various students throughout the county. Books were given to the preschool class at the high school, and a member read a book to the class during dental week. Several books
were given to students of the after-school program held at the Antioch Baptist Church, a program established by a Continental member several years ago and continues with this school year. Also, books were
distributed to several children attending the after-school programs at the YMCA and the Boys and Girls
Club with members reading to the children. The Continental members wish to thank the FOL for its support.

Creation Care
This environmental group is organized at Central Church, and it focuses on how we can encourage our
communities to take care of the planet. We get hundreds of excess books from the FOL Used Book Store
which need a little attention-torn pages, etc. We meet as a group, repair them, and then distribute them to
Mathews groups that support young people: Hands Across Mathews, 3 Rivers Healthy Families, the Continental Society, etc. They in turn give them to children that participate in these groups. Thus far, Creation Care has distributed 661 books for this purpose.
Hands Across Mathews
Our book goal is to increase literacy and love of reading by giving children their very own books to take
home. We have a book basket for children’s books from the FOL. There’s a sign inviting people to take a
book. The basket is on a bench where people wait to get their food.
Lee-Jackson Elementary School
The following books have been donated to Lee-Jackson Elementary School fourth graders at their graduation ceremony:
June, 2018 Wonder by R.J. Palacio
June, 2017 Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic Novel by Madeleine L’Engle
June, 2016 Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
In the summer of 2016, $1,000 worth of classroom sets of leveled readers as requested by the teachers
were donated.
Middle Peninsula Regional Security Center and Leslie Hollowell
As the GED teacher and Director of Education at the regional jail in Saluda, I find the support of Mathews
Friends of the Library to be invaluable. Thanks to you, the jail’s library shelves are not only full but regularly feature scores of new titles. The inmates make constant use of the library, and the books provide distraction, comfort, and enlightenment.
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Champions of Literacy (cont’d.)
Middle Peninsula Regional Security Center (cont’d.)
The regional jail on the Northern Neck has no dedicated library space. When our facility receives new
books from Mathews, I fill several enormous boxes from our library and send those to the Warsaw jail,
where they are offered to inmates from a traveling cart. We are their only source of books, so you, as
Friends of the Library, are directly responsible for these powerful, positive contributions to both jails.
Reach Out and Read And Dr. Karen Ransone
Many thanks to the Mathews Friends of the Library for their support of the Reach Out and Read program that is implemented in my office. Reach Out and Read is a non-profit organization started in 1989
by two pediatricians who noted that many children did not have access to books in their home. They felt
that early encouragement of reading would promote literacy skills and support parents by modeling
reading behaviors.
The program is simple: at each of the ten well child visits from six months until five years, children are
given an age appropriate book. The pediatrician assesses the child’s developmental skills (How are
they holding the book? Can they turn the pages? Can an older child recognize letters and colors?) and
demonstrates reading and pre-reading skills.
I joined Reach Out and Read in 2006 and have distributed almost 15,000 books during that time. Unfortunately, funding has been an issue recently as many sources of support have been lost. I was unable to
give out any books during 2017; thanks to the Friends I have been able to purchase over 800 books this
year and the program is up and running once again in Mathews and Middlesex counties. Again, I appreciate the support you have shown to the children of our area as I encourage them to read!
Riders for Readers
Riders is a 501(3)(c) organization which brings books to elementary and middle school students to encourage recreational reading and promote the establishment of personal home libraries. The program
has operated for 20 years in Richmond and the surrounding counties and has served Mathews County
students for four years at a cost of about $1000 per event. Hardback books, paperback books, and dictionaries are provided as requested by the classroom teachers. Thanks to the FOL for giving access to
low cost books for this program.
Signe Langschultz
I volunteer at the Boys Home School in Covington, VA which is a school for vulnerable youth sponsored by the Episcopal Church. Prior to that from 2008 through 2015 I did the same thing in Mathews
County Schools. I taught the students who have dyslexia. At the Covington Boys Home I teach dyslexic
youth and English as a second language.
Thomas Hunter Middle School
The FOL donated $1,100 worth of hardback books, paperback books, and dictionaries as requested by
the classroom teachers.
3 Rivers Healthy Families and United Methodist Women of Central United Methodist Church
The United Methodist Women of Central United Methodist Church (CUMC) have developed a partnership with the 3 Rivers Healthy Families and sponsor parent group get-togethers twice a year. Through
the Creation Care committee at CUMC, we get books and use those books as gifts to the families during
our events. We also try to give these books to the organization at least once a month. 3 Rivers case
workers take books to families at least once a month,. We serve approximately 200 families. This is a
wonderful way to put books in homes that might not otherwise be able to have them.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends of Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
General Meeting
John Warren Cooke Conference Room
April 17, 2018
Ted Broderson moved that the minutes be accepted as published. Annie Wortham seconded and all approved.
The nominating committee had selected Paul Dubois to serve on the FOL board. Joe Diggs motioned to approve Paul as a
board member. Nancy Lindgren seconded and all approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Hal Hertzler presented the Treasurer’s statement from March, 2018 and mentioned that we are in
strong financial shape. We recently received a supplemental Treakle Foundation grant for $3000. The literacy project expenses include the purchase of eighty-one copies of the book Wonder for the Lee Jackson graduating fourth-grade students
and the funding of the Reach Out and Read program through the local pediatrician. We added $40,000 to the Davenport
and Co. investment account.
Library Director’s Report: Bette Dillehay shared her thoughts on how the library staff functions. Staffing is a critical issue
that libraries face due to low wages. The staff is currently engaged in an organizational capacity review and goal setting
which has resulted in the shifting of staff roles to ensure that goals can be met. There is a challenge in reaching teenagers;
several teen programs are being instituted to include movie dates every third Tuesday and the PALs club (People Against
Littering). The theme for the summer children’s program is “Through the Looking Glass” and will address looking at world
cultures. The Highland Games will be held June 13 and there will be several musical events throughout the summer with
the “Soothing Summer Sounds” program.
To honor Bette’s work at the library, Molly Broderson presented Bette with a reserved “Library Director” parking space
sign to be installed in the parking lot behind the library.
Bookstore: Michael Cannon stated that there are three objectives for the bookstore. The first goal is to financially support
the library’s programs. The bookstore is on track to achieve its stated yearly financial goal all while only opening four hours
a week and selling 95% of books for $1.00. The second objective is to distribute the hundreds of unsaleable books to different vendors. Annie Wortham and Neil Webre take nine to fifteen boxes of these unsaleable books per week to distribute.
Also, the Middle Peninsula Security Center in Saluda takes paperbacks once a month, and mendable books are sent for repair to Creation Care, an outreach program at Central United Methodist Church. The third objective is to become a community gathering and exchanging of information spot. This goal has been met by creating a “Relax and Read” corner in the
back room of the bookstore.
Communications: Mary Whitley puts together the newsletter which is published three times per year—summer, fall, and
spring. Approximately 450 newsletters are sent by email and approximately 145 are sent by mail. Mary and Molly collaborated on a new FOL brochure which the Gazette Journal printed. Joi Ball is in charge of the website.
Membership: Joyce McKelvey, who is also the Hospitality Chair, stated that there are currently 454 members. Her goal is
to increase that number to 500 by the end of the year. She encouraged people to join as life members.
A program recognizing Mathews County’s “Champions of Literacy” was presented. Certificates of Appreciation were given
to ten groups (or individuals) who champion literacy in the county, and individuals from each group were invited up to
speak on the activities of their group. Certificates were given to Signe Langshultz (for her work with the Covington Boys
Home) and Annie Wortham and Neil Webre (for their work in distributing unsaleable donated books). Certificates were
also presented to representatives for Riders for Readers, Hands Across Mathews, Middle Peninsula Regional Security Center, the Reach Out and Read program, the Continental Society, Lee-Jackson Elementary School, 3 Rivers Healthy Families,
and Creation Care.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Janice W. Towne, Secretary

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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From the Library Director….

Bette Dillehay

So – What Should We Be Doing?
The very short answer to this question is “Ask the community!” Do members want more scholarly works,
access to more digital material, fewer rules, a greater variety of programs? To whom do the present services cater? These may seem like simple questions, but the answers can only be derived by a better understanding of the community. The concept of community is dynamic – spanning many overlapping groups –
residents, parents, professionals, sportsmen, homemakers- all who both share common interests and
unique needs.
The value of a library is most often defined by its commitment to making information free and open to all.
This role exemplifies the deeply rooted American belief in the individual’s right to know and be informed.
However valid this concept may be, it fails to encompass the more current public view that a library is
more than a warehouse of books but, rather, a more inclusive perception is that of libraries as community
living room.
A library is a civic space. It is its ability to change in the direction of current and future service needs that
will spell success. What we must strive to build are compelling, challenging and inspiring environments
that create the conditions for learning. As librarians, we must be open to all tools that fit a purpose, that
aid members in their knowledge creation process. If we expect the library to remain a valuable community
resource, we must not shy away from negotiating the means by which we serve. If we were to continue
based on old perceptions of the library as a quiet book repository we would likely find ourselves without
support.
The value of our library is to make our community and, ultimately, our society a better place. Its role is as
facilitator, creating the conditions for learning and supporting the need for sharing.

Thanks to our FOL Donors!!
Individuals

Foundations

Tom Edwards

Mathews Community Foundation-

Marie Jose Woodward

Boyd and Sandra Collier Fund

Bill and Mary Whitley

The J. Edwin Treakle Foundation

Mildred Stillman

Community Foundation for a Greater

Suzanne Melin (in memory of Dick Phillips)

Richmond-the Garner Family Trust

David and Mildred Montgomery
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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FOL BOOK STORE
We have good news! Our new section of recent releases of 2017 and 2018
has increased in size and is now a first stop for many customers. We are excited to be getting more and more new books as donations from our regular
customers.
Finally getting around to cleaning out your bookcases? Bring those sellable
books in good condition with no mildew spots to your Friends
Bookstore. We cannot accept text books or encyclopedias. Your donations
can help fund Mathews Memorial Library's outstanding programs!

Visitors enjoy looking at our wall of photos of special animal visitors. We have now had 42
well behaved pets visit and have their pictures taken.

Bring your family and friends Saturday 10-2. Most books are only $1.

We have something for everyone!
Christmas in November

Shop early and honor a loved one with a
brick in the library walkway. Details at:
http://friendsofmathewslibrary.org/brick.html
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Treasurer, Jan Towne

September 30, 2018

INCOME

2018 Budget

2018 Actual

Book Sales

14,500

12,731

550

650

Treakle Grant

20,000

20,000

Contributions

4,000

3,970

Annual Fundraising Letter

6,000

100

Membership Dues

500

795

Investment Income (CD)

100

55

45,650

38,301

Bricks

TOTAL INCOME

OPERATING EXPENSES
Accounting Services

5,450

4,305

Advertising and Publicity

1,000

270

Awards and Honorariums

50

Book Store Supplies

300

210

Brick Expenses

300

331

Fees & Licenses

150

25

Fundraising

250

Garden Maintenance

250

Membership Expenses

200

80

Newsletter

800

171

Office Supplies & Postage

350

263

12

12

1,200

760

Post Office Box/Safety Deposit Box

118

120

Repairs & Maintenance

100

Subscriptions

80

Telephone

660

544

11,270

7,091

Orrell Building Rent
Orrell Cleaning and Supplies

Total Operating Expenses

Continued on page 9
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Treasurer's Report (cont’d )

Treasurer, Jan Towne

PROGRAM EXPENSES

September 30, 2018

2018 Budget

Library Director’s Programs
Literacy Project

12,000

7,486

4,400

3,597

250

100

Staff Appreciation
Teen Center Programs

2018 Actual

2,000

Gifts to the Library

47

Reserve for Future Projects

15,730

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME

34,380

11,230

45,650

18,321

-0-

19,291

Checking Accounts
Checking Account

32,078

Library Director’s Fund

Investments
Davenport Account

96,044

4,614
TOTAL ASSETS: $132,736
Welcome
to New Members

Membership For 2018

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:

_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms.__________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Zip Code

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Through the Looking Glass with the FOL
You are cordially invited to
The Friends of the Library Fall General Meeting
Come and enjoy high tea
4:00 PM on Wednesday, November 14, 2018
John Warren Cooke Room
Mathews Memorial Library

Enjoy high tea and sandwiches with friends (invite your own) while learning
about the highly acclaimed 2018 summer program from participants. A gift
basket filled with goodies for all tastes will be presented to a lucky friend!
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