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From the Librarian….

Bette Dillehay

Addressing What Matters
Mention of the term “literacy” usually brings to mind the ability to read and write. Today, there is general agreement, however, that literacy is more than these basic skills. Even so, there is no consensus on an exact definition
for the term. For instance, the American Library Association (ALA) offers no less than thirteen definitions, ranging
from a set of skills required to function on a job to the ability to use a computer.(1) ALA goes further by defining
digital literacy as “the ability to use information and communication technologies to find, evaluate, create, and communicate information, requiring both cognitive and technical skills.” This perspective extends competencies beyond
the general pattern of technical skills found among the majority of computer users. It is significant, for instance,
that just because a student is comfortable using electronic devices to communicate does not necessarily mean that
they are proficient in all the skills they need to locate, evaluate and synthesize information.
Libraries have traditionally been among the strongest supporters of literacy. As society and technology change,
libraries find themselves with collections of out-of-date texts and related materials that no longer circulate. In determining an appropriate response to incorporating digital literacy into the mission of a public library, it is essential
to rethink the concepts of literacy when rebuilding and, perhaps, even restructuring or upgrading collections. An
assessment of library programs and services is of equal importance.
To help with the process, the Library of Virginia (LVA) provides comprehensive support to create tools that help to
integrate the library into the digital learning process. One result is the creation of online resources that focus on
infusing library and information skills with instructional technology to help individuals obtain digital literacy. The
Mathews Memorial Library takes full advantage of this service by taking full advantage of training opportunities and
access to their professional staff. Unquestionably, the most valuable contribution made by LVA to digital literacy in
the Commonwealth is the sponsorship of library databases (Find It Virginia, Literati) that provide reliable research
using trusted and documented resources, including texts, magazine and journal articles and newspapers. In addition, there are several subject specific databases for conducting historical and family research (Heritage Quest, Discover Your Family History). A recent addition is noteworthy. Document Bank of Virginia (DBVa) is LVA’s initiative to provide users access to original documents, allowing the researcher to draw their own conclusions about
Virginia’s past.
Providing access in itself is a worthy activity, but it is not enough. Staff members of Mathews Memorial Library are
trained to assist students as well as adults in the most productive means for maximizing the value of the digital
tools. Acquiring digital literacy is important, but it must be applied in a manner that enhances and expands the
skills and knowledge base of all users. We stand committed to assist in this endeavor.

Sincerely,
Bette Dillehay, Library Director
Deane, Paul. “Literacy:” Literacy, Redefined. www.reviews.libraryjournal.com/2014
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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FOL BOOK STORE
A word about our sharing excess paperbacks with the Saluda Prison: Middle Peninsula Regional
Security Center includes 5 jurisdictions --Mathews being one. It has capacity for 121 inmates.
Previously they had about 60 books in poor condition. Through our FOL Book Store they now
have a well stocked library that is constantly being used.
Last year 15 inmates wrote FOL about what the books meant to them. Below--with their permission - are excerpts from a few:

"Library books aren't just important to
me here, they are my savior. Reading
is the only time I can escape into another world to forget about everything
that is troubling me for a period of
time. Without these books, I would be
miserable. That doesn't just include
me, I feel like I'm speaking for well
over half the inmate in this jail.
Reading is a positive pastime instead
of playing cards or just talking about negative things. Reading is productive.... We appreciate the donations more than you could ever know."
Bailey
"Out of all the activities that inmates choose to do the most often, reading
is among one of the top choices. Since my stay here at MPRSC, I have read
all types of genres and I find it rather soothing to get lost in my reading
material. ...We are beyond thankful."
Allison
"When I open a book here I am blessed enough to escape for a brief time.
I'm able to let my mind rest when I am reading and let my over pressing
anxieties fade for a brief time......Outside this facility I don't read hardly at

all and now I am reading at least two books a week."

C.R.
Michael Cannon, Chairman Book Store

Good friends, good books, and a sleepy
conscience: this is the ideal life.”
“

Mark Twain
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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FOL Financial News
The Treakle Foundation awarded the FOL a generous grant of $17,000 to help fund the
2017 budget which supports the Mathews Memorial Library and its programs. The FOL
applies for this grant yearly and works with Bette Dillehay, Library Director, in allocating these funds. We can provide funding for many of the library’s programs thanks to
this financial award.
The Finance Committee met on June 8 with investment advisers from Davenport &
Company to review the performance of our Future Needs Investment Account and to discuss the transfer of additional monies into this account.
At the June board meeting, the Finance Committee recommended that $20,000 be transferred into the future needs investment account. We realize that this was possible because of the hard work of our grant committee, the tireless effort and enthusiasm of our
book store, and the generous support of our donors. We are grateful for the opportunity to
set aside capital for the future needs of the Mathews Memorial Library!

Welcome to New FOL Board Members
Joi Ball has been a Mathews resident for over 40 years and one of her first volunteering experiences was reading to preschoolers at the library. She has been
a member of the Junior Woman’s Club, Lee Jackson and Thomas Hunter
PTAs, a Girl Scout leader for 20 years, and worked at the Boys and Girls Club,
as well as volunteered at the Mathews County Visitor and Information Center.
Joi especially enjoys the library’s music and lecture programs and its cultural
trips and uses the library for genealogy research, in particular. She feels the
library is a valuable asset to the county and is happy to be able to help it
achieve its mission.
Lisa White hails from upstate New York, through college and graduate school
but continued to move south, eventually moving to Richmond, leaving snow and Lisa White and Joi Ball
long winters behind! She and her husband moved to Mathews in 2001, and as avid sailors, loved the Chesapeake Bay.
After arriving in Mathews, the water, the land and the town charmed them, and soon they had two boys to raise.
With a degree in mathematics, and a graduate degree in physical oceanography, she taught at Mathews High School
and enjoyed the enriching experience of knowing the students and families in Mathews. Along with starting a sailing
program and continuing to work in the environmental field, Lisa and Jay grew their company in Richmond from
Mathews and continue to volunteer to the community.
When asked to become a member of the Friends of the Library Board, Lisa’s first thought was of a previous member,
and the very first person she met in Mathews. He was excited and told her how the library was growing and becoming a community center in Mathews. Lisa and her husband bought two walkway bricks and attended the many functions at the library. As the library has grown, it has become an asset to Mathews, and she is thrilled to help it evolve
and expand reading and learning to the many individuals who use the library. Lisa hopes to add an element to the
board as a parent of a teenager and a young child.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Treasurer, Hank Furniss

June 30, 2017

INCOME

2017 Budget

2017 Actual

Book Sales

14,500

7,053

550

150

Treakle Grant

21,000

20,000

Contributions

4,000

4,470

Annual Fundraising Letter

6,000

1,220

400

815

Bricks

Membership Dues
Unrealized Gains (Davenport)
Investment Income (CD)
TOTAL INCOME

1,138
100

42

46,450

34,888

OPERATING EXPENSES
Accounting Services

5,450

2,975

Publicity Committee

600

40

Brick Engraving

300

82

80

80

Newsletter

725

227

Book Store Supplies

400

7

Office Supplies & Postage

250

344

12

12

1,120

523

Post Office Box

88

88

Repairs & Maintenance

75

28

Safe Deposit Box

30

30

Fees & Licenses

25

100

Subscriptions

Orrell Building Rent
Orrell Cleaning and Supplies

Web Site

150

Fundraising

700

Awards and Honorariums

250

Membership Expenses

425

Telephone

660

332

Garden Maintenance

500

121

Total Operating Expenses

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

11,840

4,989
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Treasurer's Report (cont’d )

Treasurer, Hank Furniss

PROGRAM EXPENSES

June 30, 2017

2017 Budget

Library Director’s Programs

2017 Actual

12,000

3,317

Literacy Project

1,200

1,122

Library Restroom Renovations

8,500

7,200

Staff Appreciation

250

Teen Center Programs

2,000

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES

23,950

11,639

TOTAL EXPENSES

35,790

16,628

NET INCOME

10,660

18,260

ASSETS

INVESTMENTS

Checking Account

34,655

Davenport Account 41,138

Library Director’s Fund

14,399

Short-term CD

10,036

TOTAL ASSETS: $100,255

Read It Mathews!

Welcome to New Members

A New Kind of Book Discussion

Lifetime Members

Mathews Memorial Library

Margaret Crawford
Hal and Patty Hertzler
Stephen Williams

Annual Members
Joi Ball
Maureen Gill
Peter Heinlein
Christy Lewis
Martha Moss

Wednesday, July 12th 2 p.m.
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FOL Book Outreach to
Lee Jackson Elementary School
Fourth Graders
This was the second year of our five year literacy project to put a book into the hands of every fourth grade student at Lee Jackson Elementary. Working with the Lee Jackson librarian, Missy Whaley, and the fourth grade
teachers, we chose the book title A Wrinkle in Time: The Graphic Novel by Madeleine L’Engle and Hope Larson. A
graphic novel is a book made up of comic content with illustrations throughout. A Wrinkle in Time was a Newbery Award winner in 1963. Our thoughts in choosing this title were that this literary classic in a different format would appeal to the graduating fourth graders (especially the reluctant readers) more so than a novel in the
traditional format.
The fourth grade graduation ceremony was held at 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 15, at Lee Jackson. On behalf
of the Friends, Mary Whitley handed out eighty-one gift bags. Each bag contained the book with a personalized
bookplate and a bookmark printed with other Newbery Award winner book titles to be found at the library.
Many thanks go to Mary who printed all the labels, bookplates, and bookmarks, and to Mary, Joi Ball, Joyce
McKelvey, Maree Morgan, and Pam Viens for help putting the gift bags together. This project furthers the section of our mission statement that “promotes literacy in the community.” I can’t wait to see what book title is
chosen for next year’s class of graduating fourth graders!
Jan Towne, FOL Board Secretary

Used Book Store
Open Saturdays –10 am-2 pm
Most Books $1!!
Pssst-need a good read? Come to the Not Your Ordinary Book Store (behind the library) for the best
book buys ever! Best sellers, classics, mysteries, fiction and non-fiction-come see for yourself!

Buy a Brick-Build a Library
Donate a brick to the rear library walkway to honor or remember
a loved one and help our library grow.
Details at: http://friendsofmathewslibrary.org/brick.html
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

7

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.

P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Membership For 2017

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms.__________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip Code

By providing your email address, you help the FOL save money by avoiding printing and mailing expenses for newsletters and
notices. That means more money for the library-YEAH!! And, less trees used for paper-YEAH!
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