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FRIENDS

OF THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC.

FOL General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, April 18th 10 a.m. John Warren Cooke Room
Mathews Memorial Library

Cornerstone for the Future
This year, 2017, marks the 100th anniversary of the entry of the United States into
World War I. Twenty years after, November 11, 1937, Mathews Memorial Library was
officially dedicated to the men of Mathews who gave their lives in this “war to end
all wars.” The history of the Mathews Memorial Library is a long and rich tale of
how a community made momentous strides in establishing one of the first public
libraries in Virginia. From
the humble efforts of the
citizens of Cardinal who
established a modest library and cultural center
in a log cabin in 1909 to today’s fulfillment of the
library’s role in the community is a tale filled with
struggles and successes.
Bette Dillehay, our Library Director, will be sharing this story in words and pictures
as a means of conveying the rich heritage we enjoy in our public library.
Friends President Molly Broderson will be reviewing our achievements of the past
year and updating members on future plans. Two new board members will be introduced and reports from officers and committees will be presented.
We invite all members of the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library and other
community members to join us for this informative meeting and interesting talk.
Come and find out how you can join in supporting our wonderful library.
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From the President….

Molly Broderson

Happy Spring FOL Supporters!
I am happy to report the spring flowers continue to bloom despite the wide range in temperatures. I think they are just like you, sprouting and supporting the Friends of the Library as
we advocate and support our wonderful Mathews Memorial Library.
I am using this, my first newsletter, to report on what’s been happening with the Friends since
last November.
The first, annual Maree Morgan Volunteer Award was given to… (Envelope, please!) Maree
Morgan! She was very surprised as the FOL Board presented her with the perpetual
plaque during our November general meeting. The FOL Board will create guidelines as
this award is to be given on an annual basis. I believe we all would agree that Maree
serves as an excellent model for her ability to guide the FOL through the library expansion and huge fund raising project while keeping all of the other FOL projects on track.
And, she did this for many years!!!!
Also, the FOL presented a walkway brick to honor
Pam Viens for her years of service in this often
thankless job, secretary. For anyone who has
served in this capacity, you know exactly what I
mean! Both Pam and Maree plan on staying active
with the Friends so don’t be surprised when you
see them weeding the flower beds or stuffing
envelopes!!
Upcoming General Meeting: Yes! It is time for us all
to gather together to learn about some of the
history of the Mathews Memorial Library.
Please join us at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, April 18th
as we blow off the dust and learn why our library
President Molly Broderson presents
is called “The Mathews Memorial Library.” As usuMaree Morgan with Service Award
al, we will have delicious treats to enjoy while we
take a step back in time.
Welcome Back, Joyce McKelvey! As you know, Joyce was elected during our November
general meeting to fill a vacancy on the Board. What we did not know was that Gwynn
Henderson, membership chairperson, would be leaving the board. Gwynn sold her house,
purchased a new one, and she is on her way to live in Richmond where she will be able to
keep closer tabs on her family. Joyce has agreed to serve as our membership chair, a
position she held a few years ago.
We also welcome Hal Hertzler who you may also know. Hal has been a “behind the book
store” mainstay who has helped to solve some logistic problems. He was able to basically
double the book sorting area without expanding the floor space. Welcome aboard!
Who knew I would be using potty language in a FOL newsletter! Here goes: The library
bathroom renovation project is complete! Thank you for your patience and support as
the FOL paid for this renovation.
Please read the entire newsletter to learn about what your friends are doing. If you have an
idea or perhaps, a concern, please let me or any one of the board members know. Together, we will sprout and grow and grow!
With thanks to all,
Molly Broderson, President
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends Book Store WANTS Your Gently
Used Books!
We accept donations of 1-3 boxes of books at the Book
Store any Saturday from 10:00 to 2:00. Books may also
be placed in the drop box in front of the store.
For donations of more than 3 boxes, call to schedule an
appointment: Michael Cannon : 725-4635
Please Note: Friends Book Store cannot accept:
• Damaged or mildewed books or outdated medical, financial, business, or diet
books.
•

Textbooks, magazines, encyclopedias or condensed books. Please recycle
these books at a Convenience Center.
Thanks to the Mathews Community for your generosity!
All proceeds help support our award winning Library.
Michael Cannon, Book Store Chairperson

Welcome to New FOL Board Members
We welcome two new FOL Board Members for 2017,
Joyce McKelvey and Hal Hertzler. Each will be serving a
three year term of office.
Joyce is an “Army brat” who graduated from Denbigh
High School, attended college in Michigan, and moved
back to Virginia in the late 1970’s, first to Belroi then
Onemo. She has been a stay-at-home mom and a Customer Service Representative with Legg-Mason Wood
Walker, Inc. She also worked as an Office Manager at
Foster-Faulkner Funeral Home.
She returns as the Membership Chairperson for the FOL Board having served in this position previously. Joyce enjoys classical literature as well as gardening books. Supporting the FOL is important to her as it is a great asset to the library.
Hal Hertzler is a self-described transplanted Yankee who moved to Virginia in 1983 and
to Mathews in 2014 on the recommendation of a friend. Having retired ten years ago, he
enjoys volunteering at Central United Methodist Church and the FOL Book Store. Hal is
a former Scout Master and a fan of the Atlanta Braves from way back, as well as an active gardener. He enjoys reading mysteries as well as history books, especially those of
Bill O’Reilly. With his wife of 50 years, he enjoys traveling and hopes to visit all fifty
states-only eight to go! Hal enjoys volunteering and is looking forward to being a board
member.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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From the Librarian….

Bette Dillehay

CELEBRATING OUR SHARED HERITAGE

On a daily basis, the Mathews Memorial Library strives to build community and help
transform the lives of those in the community. This mission is of long standing and harkens back to the slow, but steady, goal of establishing a public library for the citizens of
Mathews County.
In 2017, the library has a unique opportunity to share the rich tale of how a community
made momentous strides in establishing one of the first public libraries in Virginia. To
honor this heritage, members of the community will have an opportunity to celebrate the
unique heritage that is shared by all who reside in Mathews. Its origins and history are
closely linked to the tumultuous times in which the library was first imagined and ultimately established, beginning shortly after the turn of the Twentieth Century and reaching fruition in the midst of the great depression.
The year 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of the United States’ entry into World War I,
the European struggle intended to end all wars. Mathews, like communities across
America, saw its men depart to serve on the battlefields and at sea, many of whom did
not return. With the completion of the construction and the opening of the library in the
1930’s, the decision was made to honor those who had lost their lives by dedicating the
library to their memory. Thus, on November 11, 1937, a ceremony was held, officially
establishing it as the Mathews Memorial Library.
In 2017, we plan to share this story in programs and pictures, highlighting the events that
led from a log cabin in Cardinal to the establishment of the public library in Mathews
that, today, serves nearly 12,000 patrons. We will also present opportunities to look back
at the events surrounding World War I and the post-war period, emphasizing the tremendous impact it had on those who experienced it.
Sincerely,
Bette Dillehay, Library Director
Diversity Ad Hoc Committee
This group of volunteers continues to serve as ambassadors for our library and the
FOL. Thus far, we have shared information with The Queens’ Creek Association, The
Gwynn’s Island Civic Organization, and The West Mathews Civic League. We are
looking forward to presenting information to the Continental Society as well as other
groups. Not only will we provide information but we can customize our presentation
to meet any organization’s needs/schedule. If you are a member of any organization
that wonders who are the Friends of the Library and what do they do, call me! Molly
Broderson 804-384-8945.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

4

Spring 2017

Treasurer's Report

VOLUME 35 NUMBER 1

Treasurer, Hank Furniss

INCOME

2017 Budget

Book Sales

14,500

Bricks
Grants

February 28, 2017
2017 Actual
2,164

550
21,000

3,000

Contributions

4,000

3,115

Annual Fundraising Letter

6,000

220

400

505

Membership Dues
Unrealized Gains (Davenport)
Investment Income (CD)

442
100

15

46,450

9,461

Accounting Services

5,450

800

Publicity Committee

1,800

40

TOTAL INCOME

OPERATING EXPENSES

Brick Engraving
Subscriptions

300
80

Newsletter

725

Book Store Supplies

400

Office Supplies & Postage

250

100

12

12

1,120

160

Post Office Box

88

88

Repairs & Maintenance

75

Safe Deposit Box

30

30

Fees & Licenses

25

100

Orrell Building Rent
Orrell Cleaning and Supplies

Web Site

150

Fundraising

700

Awards and Honorariums

250

Membership Expenses

425

Telephone

660

Garden Maintenance

500

Total Operating Expenses

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

110

13,040

1,440
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Treasurer's Report (cont’d )

Treasurer, Hank Furniss

PROGRAM EXPENSES

February 28,2017

2017 Budget

Library Director’s Programs

2017 Actual

12,000

Library Restroom Renovations

8,500

Staff Appreciation

7,200

250

Teen Center Programs

2,000

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES

22,750

7,200

TOTAL EXPENSES

35,790

8,640

NET INCOME

10,660

821

ASSETS
Checking Account

INVESTMENTS
46,542

Library Director’s Fund

Davenport Account 20,442

5,796

Short-term CD

10,036

TOTAL ASSETS: $82,816

Your FOL Board and Officers
The FOL Board meets monthly in the
Orrell Building. We encourage any FOL
member who is interested in being more
involved as a volunteer or in serving on
the FOL board to contact us at :
mathewslibraryfriends@gmail.com .
Officers

Board Members

President Molly Broderson

Michael Cannon

Vice President Mary Whitley

Joe Diggs

Treasurer Hank Furniss

Joyce McKelvey

Secretary Jan Towne

Hal Hertzler
Maurice Levis
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Friends of Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
General Meeting
John Warren Cooke Conference Room
November 15, 2016
Maree moved minutes be accepted as published. Hank seconded and all approved.
Treasure’s Report: Hank Furniss presented Treasurer’s statement from October, 2016 noting budget is formulated in December. Income has exceeded projections because of bookstore earnings, annual fund letter and
grants. The Friends have set up a conservative investment account for future needs and maintains a healthy balance in our checking account.
Library Director’s Report: Bette Dillehay reported that the library was close to 12,000 patrons. There are approximately 200 visitors a day. The library draws about 25 teens per day. She announced that “Deck the Halls”
would be November 27th and Clare Osteen from The Richmond Times Dispatch would speak on “Color it Christmas”
theme. Joyce McKelvey volunteered to find a cedar tree.
Bookstore: Maree Morgan thanked Neil Weber and Annie Wortham for their work for the bookstore and Nan
Hathaway for assisting with pricing books.
Communications: Mary Whitley reported that 600 newsletters went out each time. Two hundred are paper copies and mailed. The rest are email. She said there were two high school girls who helped with the website.
Membership: Gwynn Henderson reported that there are 479 members.
Bricks: Eric Engler is responsible for bricks.
Diversity: Molly Broderson reported that the committee presented a program at the Queens Creek Picnic. The
committee had a table in front of Best Value. She asked for recommendations for groups where the committee
could make a 5-10 minute presentation.
Publicity: Jan Towne outlined activities of the committee. Fourth graders were presented with a book and
bookmark. The book program will continue for four years. FOL presented the school with book sets for each
grade. We have 36 likes on Facebook. FOL had a table at Market Days and in the library during Friends of the
Library Week. Kindles were awarded to a new member whose name was drawn from a lottery on Market Days
and during National Friends of the Library Week.
Finance: The committee focused on long term and short term needs. $20,000 was put in equity mutual funds for
long term investment and $10,000 in a 9 month CD with $10,000 in a money market account.
Nominating: Pam Viens introduced a slate for Board of Directors to serve three-year terms ending in 2020.
Nominees are Hal Hertzler, Joyce McKelvey and Michael Cannon. Hank Furniss moved the slate be accepted and
Molly Broderson seconded. All were in favor. Maree thanked everyone for their work.
Molly presented Maree with a Volunteer Plaque named in her honor for her service as president. Maree presented Pam with a brick for her 10 year service in the Friends.
Greg Lewis presented an interesting program on e-books.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela H. Viens, Secretary
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Meet Our Library Staff...
Technical Services

Colanne Bunting

When asked to describe her duties at the MML, Colanne
Buning replies simply, “Help.” She is ready to assist patrons as
they use the computers, search for books, and can often be
found behind the front circulation desk on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons. Colanne began her library work as a
volunteer for three years and has been employed on a parttime basis for one year.
Having been born and raised in Mathews, County, Colanne served as Post Master in
several local Post Offices, including Cobbs Creek, following in the footsteps of her
mother and grandmother. These three ladies together served in that Post Office for a
combined 75 years.
Colanne is a graduate of Mathews High School and earned her Associates in Applied
Sciences from Rappahannock Community College. She is a reader herself, of course,
and enjoys Christian Fiction, Science Fiction, and Mysteries. She enjoys helping people, and that makes her a perfect fit for her position.
Mary B. Whitley, FOL Vice President

Book Quote

Brick Walkway

It is what you read when
you don’t have to that deDonate a brick to the rear library walkway to honor or
remember a loved one-and be sure to visit the walkway termines what you will be
to view all of those honored and remembered.
when you can’t help it.
Visit http://friendsofmathewslibrary.org/brick.html

OscarWilde

PSST-Want to know the best kept secret in Mathews?

FOL Used Book Store
Saturdays 10-2
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Welcome to Members
Lifetime Members
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Arnold

Mr. & Mrs. Billy Deloatch

Mr. and Mrs. David Addison

Sonny & Susan Fauver

Mr. and Mrs. Carson Barnes

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Howell

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Bateman

William S. Hudgins, Jr

Mr. & Mrs. John H. Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Isbell

Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Braxton

Mr. & Mrs. Ray Messina

Gregory & Jenny Britt

Rebecca F. Morgan

Dana F. Brown

Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Murdock

Rebecca Brown

Dr. Patricia A. Nahormek

Galen Davis

Mr. & Mrs. Walter Sampson

Anna T. Deaver

Mildred Stillman
John Washburn

Annual Members
Pat Almond

Mynette Matvey

Roger Bowers

Doris S. Pritchett

Martin Coffee

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Renner

Robert Furnas

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Rizzio

Mr. & Mrs. Sidney B. James, III

Estelle Tankard

Judith M. Jay

Linda Thorton

If you are fluent in Dreamweaver and Filezilla, and would like
to volunteer to manage the FOL website, give us a call! Only
a few hours every three months is involved. Teens who would
like to do community service and adults who just want to
keep their computer skills in practice are welcome to apply.
Email whmwhitley@gmail.com to discuss the position.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.

P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Membership For 2017

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms.__________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip Code

By providing your email address, you help the FOL save money by avoiding printing and mailing expenses for newsletters and
notices. That means more money for the library-YEAH!! And, less trees used for paper-YEAH!
10

