SPRING 2016

VOLUME 34 NUMBER 1

FRIENDS

OF THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC.

Mathews Memorial Library
2015-Year in Review and What’s In Store for 2016
Prepared by Director Bette Dillehay and Library Staff

2015 Year in Review
FOL Board
Officers
President

Maree Morgan

V President Molly Broderson
Secretary

Pamela Viens

Treasurer

Hank Furniss

Members
Michael Cannon
Joseph Diggs
Alexis Foster
Gwynn Henderson
Maurice Levis
Jan Towne
Mary Whitley

Mathews Memorial Library began the
year with 10,906 registered patrons and a
goal of reaching 11,000 by year’s end.
This goal was reached in July and as of
January 1, 2016, the patron count stands
at 11,246.
The approved budget for FY 2014-2015
was $353,606 and for FY 2015-2016 the
budget totaled $373,709, supplemented
in the calendar year 2015 by donations
from the Friends of the Library and 16
others totaling $13, 917. State Aid for
FY 2015 was $61,359.

possible for the library to meet organizational mission and goals.
Measurable activities for the year include
the following:
Patron/Guest Count
Circulation

63,812
17,938

Computer Use

17,302

Program Attendance

4,856

eLibrary Circulation

5,865

The highlight of each year for the library
is the youth summer program, which last
year included 147 registered attendees for
the month-long “Science Matters” proDuring 2015 the library was staffed by 8
gram. Likewise, the 2015 Soothin’ Sumfull and part-time personnel. The FY
mer Sounds were sell-outs with more
2015/2016 budget for salary and related than 100 in attendance at each of four
expenses is $288,331. In addition, fifteen programs. Total attendance for all provolunteers averaged 121 hours per
grams sponsored by the library during
month, a critical service helping make it
2015 totaled 2,856.

Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and
wisest of counselors, and the most patient of teachers.

Charles William Eliot

1

SPRING 2016

VOLUME 34 NUMBER 1

MML: What’s In Store for 2016?
Prepared by Director Bette Dillehay and Library Staff
Libraries are at a very interesting nexus. Today’s libraries are not just about what we have
for people but what we do for and with people.
Viewed as hubs and repositories for intellectual
content and leisure reading, libraries are also
being expected to evolve with and reach out to
our changing environment, adapting technological and other skills to meet the needs of our
patrons. To fulfill our mission, we all must
search for solutions that serve our community.
Mathews Memorial Library is fortunate to be
adequately funded as a County agency. In addition, the financial support of the Friends of the
Library allows the library to offer programs and
resources without which such activities as the
summer youth program would not be possible.

Define the scope of the library’s programs
around community priorities.



Engage the community in library planning
and decision making.



Collaborate with local government agencies, including partnerships with schools to
drive learning and educational opportunities throughout the community.



Maintain a diverse collection of materials
to meet the cultural and information needs
of citizens.

Collaborate with local businesses to provide
access to resources, technology and certification programs, and to job search resources
to assist in creating a skilled workforce.



Work with community partners to provide
personalized and flexible digital learning experiences that individuals need to become
comfortable and adept at participating in
digital society.

Traditionally, the library is deemed a success
when it is teeming with people from all walks of
life – young and old searching and finding books
of their choice, youngsters engaged in story
time, researchers seeking information. It truly
comes alive, however, when these activities are
expanded to include young people learning new
skills in a noisy learning environment, job seekers working on resumes, entrepreneurs using
library resources. These activities lead to the
most ambitious undertaking planned by the library for 2016 – that of becoming what is referred to as “maker spaces”, creative spaces in
libraries where people can gather to create, invent, and learn. This initiative began at the library in late 2015 with the introduction of a creative writing exercise for teens.

To be successful, we must align services with
the priorities of the community and work
closely with each of the library’s stakeholder
groups: library leaders, policymakers, and the
community through the following action steps:




In the years ahead, we must go beyond the walls
of the library and into the community to engage
different stakeholder groups and explore how to
be a better place for learning, creativity and innovation.
When I have a little money, I buy
books; and if I have any left, I buy
food and clothes.

FLASH!

Desiderius Erasmus

Not Your Ordinary bookstore
open every Saturday 10-2 pm

Like us on FACEBOOK at
Friends of Mathews Memorial Library

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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From the President….

Maree Morgan

Dear Friends,
The FOL has entered 2016 with an eye to the future and with energy and commitment. The board made note of the suggestions which YOU our MEMBERS
made at our November General Membership Meeting and selected two topics to
work on in 2016. An Ad Hoc Committee to increase Diversity has been created,
and it is chaired by Molly Broderson. The purpose is to define diversity for the
FOL----age, individuals, businesses, students, race, among others, and to create a
strategy to implement it. A second Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Jan Towne, is
to look at how to publicize the FOL, our commitment to the Library, and our activities such as the book store. In addition, Jan's committee is considering new
projects. Joe Diggs is chairing an Ad Hoc Committee to look at the FOL finances. Eric Enger has agreed to take full responsibility for the Brick Patio program.
When the board convened in January, we welcomed new members Joe Diggs,
Maurice Levis and Jan Towne; and in March, Alexis Foster. On behalf of the
Board and our FOL members, many thanks to former board members Brenda
Baker, Steve Whiteway, Christine Ulrich, and JoAnn Mulvaney, and we commend
them for all that they have done for the FOL and the Library.
I look forward to seeing you at our General Membership meeting on April 19th
in the John Warren Cooke Room of the Library. It will be an exciting time as our
Standing and Ad Hoc Committees make their reports.
Respectfully Submitted,
Maree Morgan, President
The Door is Open – Please Come to the
FOL General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 at 10:00 am
John Warren Cooke Room
Mathews Memorial Library

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Welcome to New FOL Board Members
For 2016, the FOL welcomes four new board members: Jan Towne, Joe Diggs, Alexis
Foster, and Maurice Levis. Jan has lived on Winter Harbor with husband Shawn for over
twenty-five years. She is a graduate of Penn State and with her husband owned Bay Trails
Outfitters. She home-schooled her three children and worked at the Gloucester County
Library for several years. Jan enjoys reading, kayaking, gardening, rug hooking and
spending time with her family. She feels a strong commitment for service to our organization because she believes that libraries are the backbone of the community.
Joe s a native of Mathews and recently retired from a career in insurance and financial
services. He resides in the Glebe with his wife Beverly and enjoys spending time with his
family as well as boating, fishing, and gardening. Joe believes our library provides resources and activities for all ages and is excited for the opportunity to serve and support
the board and the library.
Alexis describes himself as “A person who is a servant with the heart and passion for others.” He is a graduate of Mathews High School, Hampton University, and the College of
William and Mary. Alexis feels by serving on the FOL board he can make a difference in
the community.
A resident of Mathews for fifteen years, Maurice was educated at Princeton as an experimental physicist. He and his wife enjoy boating and were sailors for many years. His interest in reading and desire to support the library are the impetus for his support of the
FOL.
Mary B. Whitley, FOL Board Member

2016 Friends of the Library Board of Directors

L to R: Mary Whitley, Joe Diggs, Molly Broderson, Hank Furniss, Maree Morgan, Pam Viens, Gwynn Henderson,
Alexis Foster, Jan Towne, Maurice Levis, and Michael Cannon.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Head of Teen Services Rachel Wood
Mathews Memorial Library has a history of bringing local, professional individuals to enhance its services to the community, and our Head of Teen Services, Rachel Wood, certainly fits that mold. She is a graduate of Mathews
High School and earned her degree in Mass Communications with a concentration in Public Relations from Virginia Commonwealth University. Since
leaving Mathews, Rachel has married, had a family of three, all of whom she has home-schooled at
one time or another, and been involved in youth ministry along with her husband who is currently
the pastor of Westville Baptist Church. After living in California and Williamsburg, Rachel and her
family returned to Mathews, and she began her library work in October of 2015.
Rachel brings to her position all of her professional skills as well as her experience of raising two
teens of her own. Being a home-schooling mother, she knows libraries and their resources well. She
is available in the Teen Center from noon until 6:00 pm and helps to organize activities for the teens,
assist with homework, as well as just being there for them on a regular basis. There is an average of
twenty teens, from a core group of about forty, on any given afternoon who come after school to be with their friends and utilize liMaking Dog Toys
brary services. It is a neat, safe place for the young people, and RaIn the Teen Center
chel enjoys the challenge of working with and challenging them.
Two recent programs the teens enjoyed recently include making
dog toys for the shelter and a Christmas writing contest. The winning essay which was based on the MML Christmas theme, “Cherish
the Memory”, was printed, and its sales proceeds benefited the
YMCA Teen Leadership Group, the charity choice of the writer.
Thanks to the MML and the FOL for providing this wonderful area
for our Mathews teens and thanks to the MML for finding Rachel to
make it all work!
Mary B. Whitley, FOL Board Member

Buy a Brick…Build a Library
Donate a brick to the rear library
walkway to honor or remember a
loved one and contribute to the
library as it serves our community.
Details at:
http://friendsofmathewslibrary.org/brick.html
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not your ordinary book store.... BECAUSE:
1. EVERY SATURDAY BETWEEN 10-2 we SELL AT LEAST 50 books an hour.
2. Ninety five PERCENT of our books sell for ONLY $1.
3. OUTSTANDING new donations FROM THE COMMUNITY ARE handsomely displayed
every week INCLUDING NEW FICTION AND GREAT CLASSICS!
4. OUR CUSTOMERS KEEP COMING BACK--EAGER TO BRING THEIR FAMILY, WEEKEND
GUESTS AND.....WELL-BEHAVED SPECIAL FRIENDS. see below.

Michael Cannon, Book Store Chairman

FOL Income and Expenses for 2016
be financially responsible to its contributors and members.

The pie charts on the facing page
provide an overview of our expected
expenses and income for the coming
year. While we are very grateful for
the support we receive from grants,
such as the Treakle Foundation, we
work diligently to be self-sustaining in
developing our budget so that we can
fund all of the library requests each
year. Your generous donations make
this possible, along with the hard
work of our book store volunteers.

Every year we are able to fund the
library director’s program requests
and save the remainder of our income. This savings often becomes
the basis for future building projects
as our purchase and renovation of
the former Radio Shack building began with the $155,000 in the FOL accounts. We are currently investigating the most productive yet safe ways
in which to invest these savings each
year.

In reviewing our expenses, we make
every effort to be frugal so that as
much of FOL income as possible can
be devoted to library needs and programs. Our largest expenditure is in
accounting which the board considers essential for our organization to

If you have questions about FOL finances or income, please join us at
the General Membership Meeting on
April 19 at 10:00 am in the library.

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
General Membership Meeting
November 17, 2015
John Warren Cooke Conference Room
President Steve Whiteway called the meeting to order. Roger Gamble moved that the minutes be approved as written. Neil Weber seconded and all approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Hank Furniss reported that the FOL was in good financial condition. The line of credit for
the Library Addition Project has been paid off, our income was $20,000.00 over the budget. The bookstore sales are
exceeding expectations. Brick sales have been slow.
Bookstore: Michael Cannon reported that for every four hours the bookstore is open volunteers put in a minimum
of twenty hours. The bookstore has many loyal customers who bring in their guests. A suggestion was made that
FOL send an article on the bookstore to the National Friends of the Library.
Membership: Christine Ulrich reported that the Spring Fundraiser caused a gain of 50 annual memberships awarded because of their donations. There are 413 members. She thanked Joyce McKelvey for providing refreshments.
Communications: Mary Whitley requested members who received paper copies of the newsletter and would like
e-mail copies to send her their e-mail address.
Library Director’s Report: Bette Dillehay reported that the library has 11,218 patrons as of November 1. She
said the library has to continue to change to remain relevant while still encouraging reading and learning. The Teen
Center generally has 25-30 teens from school closing until 6:00. Haven Hedley and Rachel Wood, Head of Teen
Services, are working in the Teen Center. There will be a bus trip to VMFA to visit the Rodin exhibit. Bette needs
volunteers to help with Deck the Halls. There will be 7 or 8 trees and will take place November 29th from 2:00 to
4:00. There will be a “Once Upon A Christmas” party for teens and pajama bedtime story with a visit from Santa for
younger children. On December 17th there will be a cookie exchange and author Phyllis Thoron will give a talk on
keeping memories.
President’s Report: Steve reported that the mission of FOL is to support the library and its programs and to encourage reading. We are very proud that FOL’s debt has been paid off. We could not have paid the loan off so
quickly without the generous support of our many donors. FOL fully founded the library’s program, sent high
school art students to the VMFA, and contributed $3000.00 to complete the Community Courtyard with the addition of a fountain. FOL consolidated databases and membership lists. Our records are being digitized. We are
sponsoring the Tree of Light but not using it for a fundraiser this year. FOL needs someone to volunteer for the
Brick and Patio Committee. He thanked the Board of Directors and Maree Morgan for filling in during his absence.
Christine Ulrich and Joanne Mulvaney who are leaving the Board were thanked for their service. Joyce McKelvey
was thanked for providing refreshments.

Nominating Committee: Christine Ulrich reported candidates from the Nominating Committee:
Mary Whitley, Gwynn Henderson and Brenda Baker agreed to serve another three year term ending January, 2019.
Maurice Levis agreed to run for a three year term ending in January, 2019. Steve asked for nominations from the
floor. There were none and the slate was accepted as presented by unanimous vote.
At the November 11, 2015, Board meeting, the Board voted for the following appointments to unfinished terms:
Jan Towne agreed to finish Joanne Mulvaney’s term ending in January 2018; Joe Diggs agreed to finish Christine Ulrich’s term ending January 2018.
General Membership Meeting Minutes cont’d.
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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General Membership Meeting Minutes cont’d.
On behalf of the Board, Maree Morgan thanked Christine Ulrich for being an advocate for the library and working
to increase membership. She also thanked Steve Whiteway for his leadership during the building construction.
They both will be missed. Eric Engler won a brick for his suggestion. His name was pulled from a jar that held
suggestions from members. Eric volunteered to oversee the Bricks and Patio Committee.
Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela H. Viens, Secretary

Courtyard Fountain

Welcome to New Lifetime Members

Spring will have arrived when the new fountain in the Courtyard adds to the serenity of
the space with flowing water. Thanks to the
FOL for this beautiful addition for all to enjoy.

Christine Bridge
Patsy C. Christian
Elizabeth Kranz
Mr. & Mrs. Robert C. Murdock
Cmdr. & Mrs. E. Travers Thompson
Alexandra Warhol

Welcome to New Members
Margaret Crawford
Maureen Gill
Eric Engler
Peter Heinlein
Mrs. Teddy Palmer
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Reichle, Jr.

RAFFLE TICKET

Outside of a dog, a book is man's best
friend. Inside of a dog it's too dark to read.

Bring this coupon to the General Membership Meeting on April 19, 2016, at 10:00 am for
a drawing for a free commemorative courtyard brick engraved for you or a loved one.

Groucho Marx

Email us at
friendsofmathewslibrary@gmail.com if you wish to receive the newsletter paperless-saves money and trees!!

NAME______________________________
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.

P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Membership For 2016

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms.__________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State
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Zip Code

