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        Library AdLibrary Addition Project Debt Free 

Past and present members of the Friends of the Library Board participated in a celebratory “note 
burning” on Wednesday, June 24, 2015, to signify the payoff of the unsecured line of credit with 
Chesapeake Bank.   
 

The purpose of the line of credit was to enable the FOL to meet payment of expenses on the Library 
Addition Project as they were incurred.  As part of our fundraising campaign, donors could elect to 
use a three year pledge through 2015 which necessitated the line of credit.   The project cost approx-
imately $1,365,065 and the maximum drawdown on the line of credit was $82,000.  The FOL and 
the Community are indebted to all who donated funds for this addition: individuals, private founda-
tions, and Mathews County.     
 

The H. Bland Hudgins, MD, Wing was opened to the public in March 2014 just under four years 
from the purchase of the former Radio Shack Building in mid 2010.   

                        Maree Morgan, FOL Board Member 

 

Pictured from L to R:  Jo Ann Mulvany, Brenda Baker, Pam Viens, Mary Whitley, Hank Furniss, Steve Whiteway,  

Michael Cannon, Maree Morgan, Gwynn Henderson, Christine Ulrich, Molly Broderson, and  Captain Jack Ward. 
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From the President…                              Steve Whiteway 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

 I hope that you enjoy this latest newsletter.  It is packed with information and great news about our Friends of the 
Mathews Memorial Library organization.  I would like to thank our newsletter chair, Mary Whitley, for doing such 
a wonderful job on this publication. 

Our Board is very appreciative of the support we have received from our members and the community as a whole.  
In mid-June we officially paid off our loan for the Hudgins Wing of the library.  We are now debt-free!  Consider-
ing the size of this project, I think that this is an incredible feat!  In addition, as of the end of June, our spring fund-
raising appeal had netted over $5,000.  Thank you for your support.  The Friends Board pledges that these monies 
will be carefully spent in support of our library to benefit our Mathews community. 

I am delighted to report that we continue to have a wonderful and hard-working Board of Directors which governs 
the Friends organization.  Being on this board has been a pleasure for me as it is a board where everyone has work 
to do!  As directors rotate on and off the board, we lose the experience of departing members but we also gain 
fresh ideas and viewpoints from our newest members.  In the past few months, we have said goodbye to Capt. Jack 
Ward and Jane Abbott.  Jack has been active in the Friends since 1983 and has provided great leadership and wis-
dom.  Jane’s legacy is the wonderful book store which she helped to develop for the financial benefit of our organi-
zation and the literary benefit of our community.  Words cannot express our appreciation for their service. 

We welcome Molly Broderson and Gwynn Henderson to our board as our newest members.  In this organization, 
there isn’t much time to accommodate a “learning curve”! These ladies have jumped into the work of the board 
with gusto and are already making their presence known with their efforts and ideas.  Welcome aboard, Gwynn 
and Molly! 

As you peruse this newsletter, I hope that you feel the same pride as I do for an organization whose sole purpose is 

to support the important work of our public library.  We couldn’t do it without you, and I hope you will partake 

of some of the many programs that you help make possible.  And, please, feel free to share your thoughts and ideas 
with me or our other board members at any time. 

 

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 
  

 

President Steve Whiteway leads 
the latest FOL Board meeting.  
The Board meets monthly on the 
Wednesday following the second 
Tuesday of each month at 9:00 am 
in the Orrell Building behind the 
library.  All FOL members are 
welcome to attend. 
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Good Grief!  This 
place is amazing.  I 
got 20 books for 
the price of one! 

I came to Mathews to visit my 
parents in Bavon.  I decided to 
sneak in and go to the FOL Book 
Store before I even went home 
to see them.  Only problem:  
walked into the bookstore and 
there were my parents! 

I can’t believe 
this beautiful 
book is only $1.  

In our planning, we made 
sure we left Hopewell this 
morning in time to make 
it here while the Friends 
Book Store was still open. 

PSST!  Guess What I Overheard at thePSST!  Guess What I Overheard at thePSST!  Guess What I Overheard at thePSST!  Guess What I Overheard at the    

FOL Book Store?FOL Book Store?FOL Book Store?FOL Book Store?    

I was going to go home 
on Friday, but decided 
to stay over so that I 
could go to the FOL 
Book Store Saturday 
morning before I went 
back to West Virginia. 

WHAT’S  HAPPENING  

AT THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE 

Now that we are open every Saturday of the year from 10 to 2:00,the Mathews communi-
ty  is constantly  bringing their out of town children, grandchildren and guests to the Friends 
Book Store.  
 

The number of visitors has increased substantially.  They find there are sections for  

EVERYONE, e.g.,  current  novels, classics,  art, gardening, nautical, animals, quilting, sci-
ence fiction, large print, children, teen, nonfiction including many civil war books, and biog-
raphies. 
 

The visitors seem so excited that we wanted to share with you some of their quotes.  Enjoy! 

                

        Michael Cannon, FOL  Book Store Chairperson 
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From the Librarian….                         Bette Dillehay  

Summer Fun @ the Library 

The summer slide is a phenomenon well known to public librarians.  The library fills with children and par-
ents attempting to stop the knowledge loss that occurs when schools are out of session.  Many libraries fo-
cus on summer reading programs to help students with this problem. The Mathews Memorial Library, for 
the past 13 years, has chosen a different route, building a dynamic summer learning program that goes be-
yond reading.   

Fun began at the Mathews Memorial Library on Friday, June 19th when the 11th annual Highland Games 
were held on the Piankatank Ruritan Club’s recreational field.  The Highland Games, held as a way of cele-
brating Scottish and Celtic cultures, were opened to young people ages 6 to 14.  They were both competi-
tive and entertaining.  In addition to the games, the event featured bagpipes, dancing and the wearing of 
kilts.  Prizes were awarded by age groups, and each youth who registered in advance received a free T-
shirt.  A picnic lunch was served. 

July 2015 @ the Library.  Science Matters – Dare we ask why!  The library believes it is both important 
and exciting.  Summer 2015 will offer a totally different perspective on science for young and old at the 
library.  The youth program is about the mysteries that science presents.  What happens to cause day and 
night, what really makes water turn into ice and how your shadow can be bigger than you.  These are just a 
few of the things that will be explored during July when the library will be filled with fun, excitement and, 
quite possibly, shouts of discovery.  Scheduled activities will be held each day between 10 a.m. and noon, 
unless otherwise noted.  Lemonade and cookies will be served after each program, except when a field trip 
requires lunch. 

The library also has a plan to aid adults in enjoying a pleasant summer as well.  It will take the form of a trip 
down memory lane with its Soothin’ Summer Sounds series.  Following last year’s programs, a survey was 
conducted to determine audience favorites since launching the series in 2005.  This year’s series honors the 
favorites by inviting them to return.  The summer season, “Play It Again…”, will feature Bagels & Fraylox 
Klezmer Band on Thursday, June 25th at 7 p.m.; Art Muroff & Friends on Thursday, July 16th at 7 p.m. and 
the Virginia Symphony’s Ambrosia Quartet Thursday, August 27th at 4 p.m. 

Each member of the Library staff is challenged to make certain the programs are a success.  Without the 
support of the Friends of the Library, however, none would be possible.  In 2015, the Friends have pledged 
$11,750 in support of summer activities at the library.  Thanks to the Friends, the staff pledges to make 
them the best ever! 

Book Quote 

The oldest books are still only just out to those who have not read them. 

                                                                                                 Samuel Butler 
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Mathews Memorial Library 

  

Teen Territory Update 

The Mathews Library Teen Center is a “hang out” for an average of twenty teens who visit on a daily basis.  Amy 
Hudgins, The Teen Territory staff member, recently spoke with new Friends of the Library Board member, 
Molly Broderson.  She excitedly shared attendance statistics but more important explained the role of the teens 
in determining library rules and ways to use the facility while respecting  the rights of others.  Ms. Hudgins ex-
plained the teens gathered and viewed You Tube videos created by similar groups of teens.  Then, they discussed 
what they felt was important for their center.  They created Teen Territory Rules which are posted along with 
each teen’s pledge card.  They enjoyed eating ice cream following the discussion.  The leaders of tomorrow 
have already learned how to collaboratively establish ways to work together harmoniously.   
 

Bette Dillehay also shared that the theme for the Teen Territory is “Making the World a Better Place”.  The 
teens decorated the windows using this theme during April, Youth Art Month.  The three subthemes depict 

Saving the Bay, Ending Hunger, and Bully Prevention.  In addition, the teens planted a variety of herbs graciously 

donated by Tatterson’s Nursery.  The students will continue to care for these plants.  The Teen Territory is so 

much more than a “hang out”.  Stop by to see for yourself! 

         Molly Broderson, FOL Board Member 

Thursday, August 27th @ 4 p.m. Thursday, July 16th @ 7 p.m. 
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  Welcome to New Board Members 

Molly Broderson, recently retired Achilles Elementary 

School Principal, has a genetic connection to librar-

ies as her mother, Mariana Gibson, served as the 

librarian for the Bernards Township Library in Bask-

ing Ridge, NJ.  Molly has many interests including 

reading, swimming, gardening, and she is a new 

member of the Coast Guard Auxiliary.  She and her 

husband, Ted, live on Blackwater Creek in North. 

Gwynn McNaught Henderson, a retired school coun-

selor, lives on Queens Creek with two tortoiseshell 

cats.  Genealogy is her hobby, and she has deep 

roots in Mathews County as well as many hap-

py memories of visits with her grandparents on 

Gwynn's Island and cousins in Dutton.  Other inter-

ests include reading, kayaking, and knitting.  She 

also volunteers as a docent at the Custom House in 

Yorktown.  

 

Molly Broderson and Gwynn Henderson 

 Newest FOL Board Members 

   

Spring Membership Meeting 

A good time was enjoyed by all FOL members at the chocolate-themed membership meeting.  
Awards were presented, Betty Wrenn Day gave a brief talk on chocolate, and many goodies were 
sampled.  Be sure to mark your calendar for the fall meeting, November 17, 2015. 

 

A Talk on Chocolate by  
     Betty Wrenn Day 

Steve Whiteway presents 
Roger Gamble with a brick 
to honor his service. 

Library staff are recognized 
with gift certificates from the 

FOL. 

FOL members enjoy the meeting 
and the chocolate social. 
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               Bricks for Sale 
 

The rear walkway to the library is a lasting 
memorial for many Mathews citizens, friends, 
and families.  Visit the FOL web page to find 
out more information on the purchase of 
bricks:  friendsofmathewslibrary.org   
 

What a wonderful way to support the library 
and honor a loved one! 

 

Welcome to New  

Lifetime Members 

 

 

Colanne Bunting     

Gloria Diggs 

Gwynn Henderson 

Brent and Rachel Morris 

 

Quieter Main Street Entrance 

Bette Dillehay shared information regard-
ing the new foyer entrance into the library.  
An additional set of glass doors have been 
recently installed.  The doors not only cre-
ate a very attractive foyer but they also help 
to reduce street noise/conversations often 
heard by patrons.  The added doors should 
help reduce HVAC costs.  

Digitization of FOL Information 

In 2011, former FOL board member Millie 
Montgomery suggested that our files and 
records be stored electronically.  2014 saw 
the consolidation of several FOL databases 
on Google Platform which has provided easy 
access and the ability to update information 
by all on the FOL Board who need to use it: 
i.e., Membership, Newsletter, Fundraising, 
etc.  Today, the FOL has embarked on the 
process of uploading all newsletters, FOL 
minutes, and financial information dating 
back to 1983 where available.  This project 
will take a number of months to complete.  
The purpose of this undertaking is to ensure 
that the history of the FOL and its support 
of the Library not be loss to the passage of 
time and that it be easily accessed by future 
members of the FOL. 

           Maree Morgan, FOL Board Member 

Book Quote 

‘Tis the good reader  

that makes the good book. 

                                            Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Jane Abbott and Captain Jack Ward Leave FOL BoardJane Abbott and Captain Jack Ward Leave FOL BoardJane Abbott and Captain Jack Ward Leave FOL BoardJane Abbott and Captain Jack Ward Leave FOL Board    
 
Jane Abbott and Jack Ward, two long-time Friends of the Library, have recently 
resigned from the Board after many years of exceptional service and leadership. 
 
Jack, a native of Mathews, joined the Friends of the Library in 1983 and soon 
was asked to serve on the Board.  He remembers the acquisition and renovation 
of our present building and attributes the success of our organization to its be-
ing, from the beginning, very open and transparent, thus winning necessary 
community support.  Jack remembers when the only copy machine in Mathews 
Courthouse was at the library.  He believes FOL played a vital role in making it 
possible for the library to bring modern technology such as copiers, fax ma-
chines, and computers to Mathews County residents. 
 
Jane and her husband, David, were FOL members even when they were living 
and working in Pennsylvania and Maryland.  Upon retirement in 1995, they re-
turned to Mathews County.  Both became members of the Board around 2006, 
and in 2007, Jane assumed chairmanship of the FOL Book Store Committee.  
She credits supportive FOL members and spouses, library staff, and the 
Mathews Board of Supervisors with making the book store successful.  "I don't 
remember ever asking for help on a project and being put off," she says. 
 
It will be a challenge to fill the void left by these two devoted and hard working 
Friends of the Library. 
 
     "A good friend is hard to find, hard to lose, and impossible to forget." 
          Anonymous 

 

 

    

Treakle Grant Awarded toTreakle Grant Awarded toTreakle Grant Awarded toTreakle Grant Awarded to    

Friends of the LibraryFriends of the LibraryFriends of the LibraryFriends of the Library    

The Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library received an $18,000 grant 

from the J. Edwin Treakle Foundation, a charitable 501 (c) (3) organiza-

tion.  This grant is to be used for FOL activities in support of the 

Mathews Memorial Library.   
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Meet Our Library Staff... 
Diane McKnight and Raquel Ott 

    Technical Assistants   
Mathews Memorial Library    

 

Diane McKnight and Raquel Ott are both Technical Assistants in   
the Mathews Memorial Library, sharing many duties, but also hav-
ing particular responsibilities.  Diane enters all of the books into 
the library record keeping so they can be electronically searched as 
needed.  Raquel does the ordering of books and handles the interli-
brary loan activities. She also is involved with the Career Connect 
program which provides support for Mathews citizens needing as-

sistance with job applications, resumes, etc.  Both can be found working at the circulation desks, 
shelving books, and helping with any other various tasks as needed.   And, as with all library em-
ployees, they assist with the many library programs, especially the summer children’s activities and 
the Soothin’ Summer Sounds. 
 

Raquel is a native of Brazil and came to the U. S. in 1999.  She met her husband and after living in 
Florida and West Virginia, they purchased a home in New Point and moved to Mathews.  She now 
lives in Gloucester.  Raquel began as a volunteer in the MML and especially enjoys her new office 
space, as does Diane.  Raquel works in real estate when not at the library. 
 

Diane has worked at the MML for ten years.  She was a volunteer in a library where her sister was 
the director, and continued as a volunteer in our library in 2004.  She has earned her para-
professional certification for libraries and especially enjoys cataloguing the books and getting things 
organized. Her outside interests include genealogy, and she is actively involved in “Find a Grave”.  
Diane has contributed pictures of headstones for ten cemeteries in Mathews to this website. 
 

Both ladies agreed the biggest change in library services are the e-books and increased use of the 
internet.  They see the MML as a cultural center for the community and are proud of how the li-
brary has kept up to date with classes, digital photography, audio and digital books, even lending 
Kindles and Nooks to patrons.  It is not just about books and reading these days, and they are proud 
to be a part of it all. 

   Diane McKnight and Raquel Ott 

Book Quote 

The fact of knowing how to read is nothing, the whole point is knowing what to read. 

                                                                                                                                  Jacques Ellul 
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Membership For 2015      Join  for Life and Save!!Membership For 2015      Join  for Life and Save!!Membership For 2015      Join  for Life and Save!!Membership For 2015      Join  for Life and Save!!                                        

                                           I  Want to Open/Renew My Membership. 

                                         Remittance is enclosed to: 

                                _____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

                                _____ Open New  Annual Membership   @ $5 per person 

                                _____ Renew  Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

           Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name         Telephone 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address      Email Address 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

                            Contribu�ons to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deduc�ble.    

                            Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

        Mail To:                                        FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 


