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From the President…

Steve Whiteway

Dear Friends,
Spring has finally arrived and I, like many of you, am anxious to get my hands in the soil and begin working the garden. Speaking of gardens, this will mark the first spring for our beautiful Community Courtyard garden which was made possible by the generosity of John Machen and Cindy Gephardt. I hope that
you will stop by often to enjoy nature’s colors as this year progresses through the seasons.
With the Hudgins Wing complete, the Friends’ attention is now fully focused on supporting the programs
and staff which make our library so wonderful. We will once again sponsor the summer youth program,
the Highland Games, and the Soothin’ Summer Sounds music programs. In addition, we will sponsor the
2015 Author Forums and provide funds for both Dr. Seuss Day and the student dictionary program.
Along with programming, we shall assume the responsibility and cost of maintaining the Community
Courtyard gardens. I am very proud to report that we expect to fully retire the building debt in 2015, as
well.
These responsibilities require that we raise funds and the Board of Directors has agreed that our sources
will be from the sales of our book store, sales of our paving bricks, the Tree of Light Christmas project,
and a direct fundraising letter effort in April. We will also continue to seek grant funding opportunities to
support the work of the Friends.
I want to take this opportunity to thank Maree Morgan for her extraordinary leadership as president of
the Friends over the past four years. I also want to thank Roger Gamble for his many years of service as
the “brickmaster” for the Friends. We are blessed to have so many volunteers and supporters, such as
yourselves, who help to make our wonderful library the centerpiece of the Mathews community!

Spring FOL General Meeting
The Spring General Meeting of the Friends of the Library will be held
on Tuesday, April 21, 2015, at 10:00 a.m. in the John Warren Cooke
Room of the Mathews Memorial Library. All members are invited to attend to
learn about our financial position, membership enrollment, and future programs.
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As mentioned in the last newsletter, many excess paperbacks donated to
the Friends Bookstore go to the Middle Peninsula Regional Security
Center. We have received 15 thank you letters from inmates expressing
the impact that these books have on their life. We feature one of these
letters below:

Dear Friends of the Mathews County Library,
There are a lot of things in my life which I am truly sorry for.
Foremost, the committing of a crime which led to my
incarceration......loss of family and friends……
It is at this time that I wish to extend my most heartfelt gratitude for your generosity to our library here at MPRSC.
Your donations made it possible for my 6x9 cold bleak cell to be magically transformed into a sunny day in Alabama, in an era where your neighbors are more like extended family. The timeless words of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird took me
back to childhood allowing me to go on adventures with my “new friends” Scout and
Jem Finch. (I waited for Boo Radley to get us at any moment, and I was introduced to
perhaps the greatest public defender of all time, Mr. Atticus Finch.) I also realized
that I 've neglected one of my true loves in life, the simple joy of reading a good book.
I’m not sure why this book never came across my desk at school, …but I will remain
forever grateful to you, the Friends of Mathews County Library, for placing it in my
hands as well as my heart.
Sincerely,
Lorri

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

3

VOLUME 33, NUMBER 1

Spring 2015

From the Librarian….

Bette Dillehay

Added Value – Libraries as transformative institutions
Currently, Mathews Memorial Library supports the needs and interests of more than 10,950 patrons, providing access to
approximately 40,000 print/audio books, 46,000 ebooks and 109 periodicals. In addition, there are 53 public computers
connected to high-speed Internet access.
A recent survey conducted by the Pew Research Center detailed the changing role of libraries. ( American Libraries, Special
Issue, March, 2015) Some of the key findings include:
Ninety-six percent of those surveyed agreed that public libraries are important because they promote literacy and a love
of reading. The same number agreed that libraries are important because they provide access to tech resources non-print
materials, and a majority view libraries as community centers.
Ninety percent of the respondents said that libraries are important to the community, and 76% said that libraries are
important to them and their families.
More than 75% of the survey’s respondents want libraries to play an active role in public life.
Seventy-seven percent want libraries to coordinate more closely with local schools in providing resources to children, and
the same proportion want free early literacy programs for children.
The transformation of libraries in terms of outreach and diversity takes many forms, with initiatives targeting an ever-wider
range of underserved populations. Along with traditional services, public libraries continue to transform to meet changing
needs, addressing current social, economic and community needs. At Mathews Memorial Library, this can range from sponsoring programs and hosting group meetings, (33 events/activities in February) to helping the community cope with the
unexpected. On a recent snowy day, for instance, schools and the Boys and Girls Club were closed, resulting in more than
40 children and teens at the library for most of the day. Tax season brings tremendous traffic to the library with the tax assistance program offered by AARP. This is frequently a one-time, but much-appreciated, visit to the library by many members of the community. The Career Connect Center continues to draw a significant number of job seekers throughout the
year.
In summary, the number of visitors recorded visiting the library in 2014 exceeded 24,000 and this, perhaps, says it all!

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library Board
Seated, l to r: Brenda Baker,
Steve Whiteway, & Mary Whitley
Standing, l to r: Jo Ann Mulvany,
Christine Ulrich, Maree Morgan,
Pam Views, Michael Cannon,
Jack Ward
Not Pictured: Hank Furniss &
Jane Abbott
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Not Your Ordinary Used Book Store
Orrell Building
Behind the Library & Mathews Visitors Center
Open Saturdays from 10:00 am-2:00 pm
Other times by appointment

FRIENDS NOT YOUR ORDINARY USED BOOK STORE
Finally getting around to cleaning out your bookcases? Bring those extra books to your Friends
Book Store. They will delight someone in your community and provide funds that help support
our outstanding Mathews Memorial Library.
We remain a unique and successful book store because of your great donations and because of the
following volunteers: Barbara Sampson (who has worked the most hours of any of our volunteers), Ed Cannon, Viki Amentrout, Wally and Mary Lou Sterling, Joan Metzger, Martha Arnold,
Barbara Churray and Teddy Palmer.
In addition Nan Hathaway donates many days pricing and sometimes selling our unique books.
Louise Witherspoon does all of our art work.
Since January 1, our volunteers have worked over 185 hours keeping our store in top shape. As of
March 7 we have made $2846 to help support the Mathews Memorial Library.

Friends Book Store is the place to bring your friends and out of town visitors. Our youngest visitor in February was only 3 weeks old, a dear baby black lamb.
Michael Cannon, FOL Board Member

Book Quote
The man who does not read good books has
no advantage over the man who can’t read
them.
Mark Twain
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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You are invited to the
Friends of the Library Semi-Annual Membership Meeting
TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 10 AM
John Warren Cooke Room
for a chocolate party to celebrate Mathews Memorial Library!

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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FOL Donates

Welcome to New Members

Smart Board to MML

Annual Members

Steve Whiteway, FOL President, presents library director Bette Dillehay a check to purchase the smart board for use in the library.
The 65 inch interactive flat panel touch screen
was made possible by FOL donations and
fundraising. It is portable and can be used for
many groups and presentations, including the
Teen Territory, to enhance school lessons.

Rebecca Brown
Jessica Christensen
Robert and Karen Doremus
Rosemary Eaton
Patricia Fazzi
Robert Furnas
Kim Healy
Milton Hudgins
Heather Hudson
Barbara Kemp
Jackie Knott
Barbara Loth
Amy Miller
Elma S. Moughon
Pamela Speiser
Carol Swartz
Jonathan Wyatt
Anne Leddy & Alexander Wilson

Lifetime Members
Jo Ann Mulvany
Brenda Ann Baker

Roger Gamble, Brickmaster
The Friends of the Library extend thanks to Roger Gamble
for the many years of service he has donated in managing the
fundraising provided by the purchase of bricks for the rear
library walkway. Roger not only coordinated all brick orders
but installed them as well.
The walkway is a lasting memorial for many Mathews citizens, friends, and family, and Roger made it possible.

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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General Membership Meeting Minutes Fall, 2014...
Maree Morgan, President, called the meeting to order.
Dennis Baker moved the minutes be accepted as written. Steve Whiteway seconded and all approved.
Treasurer’s Report: Hank Fur niss called attention to FOL income exceeding the budgeted amount thanks to the bookstor e, dues
were up and the Treakle grant was more than expected. Income was approximately $18,000.00.
Bookstore: J ane Abbott r epor ted that this year ’s income exceeded last years. The amount to date is $16,952.25 and that does not
include $300.00 from last Saturday. Twenty volunteers worked 848 hours. Jane said the “well-read” paperbacks go to the prison in Saluda and the bookstore receives some thank you notes from the prisoners. Neil Webre and Annie Wortham take the donations that the store
is unable to sell to the Baltimore Book Thing. Michael and Ed Cannon sell books for $.10 per copy on an outside display. Jane thanked
Christine Ulrich and Mary Whitley for advertising and the library for their support. Jane emphasized that the bookstore always needs
books.
Buildings and Grounds: Hank pointed out that the new addition is now the r esponsibility of the county. FOL helps if needed.
Communications: Mar y r epor ted that the newsletter would be thr ee editions instead of four . The new editions will ar r ive in
Spring, Summer and Fall. Mary is in charge of publicity, web site and newsletter and she asked for a volunteer or a student to take over
the web site. Maree commended Mary for a fantastic job.
Membership: Chr istine r epor ted about the FOL Week Celebr ation. She thanked the Boar d for their suppor t. Twenty-six people
joined FOL during the week. The Friends gave certificates to local businesses that supported FOL and their activities. The board considered changing the dues structure, but decided to keep the dues low to maintain a large membership. Christine said she is revamping the
membership list for FOL database and if anyone notices omissions to notify us. Christine asked for volunteers to help with story time,
Career Connect and people to call if needed to help in the library. Maree noted that FOL bought a brick in memory of Capt. Jack Stillman.
Patio and Walkway: Roger r epor ted that the annual aver age for br ick pur chases is 20 and stands at 19 for the cur r ent year .
Capt. Jack Stillman’s brick was the 500th brick. The bricks that FOL has purchased to honor someone are together. Maree thanked Roger
who is retiring from “brick laying”.
Election: Mar ee r epor ted that Hank Fur niss, J o Ann Mulvany, Chr istine Ulr ich and J ack War d have agr eed to r emain on the
Board for another term. The term is for 2015-2018. Steve moved that the slate for the Board of Directors be accepted. Michael seconded
and all were in favor.
Director’s Report: Bette r epor ted that the libr ar y has 10,850 patr ons. Bette r epor ted the findings of the “Bibliostat” which is a
report of information on facts and figures that involves the library. The report disclosed that of the $61,000.00 spent more money was
spent on electronic databases, audio-books and e-books than hardbacks. Part of the reason for that figure is electronic resources are more
expensive. Bette thanked FOL for contributing over $10,000.00 for programming and a dynamic new growing space in the addition. She
said there were 15-20 teens in the Teen Area every day. Some of the programs the library will sponsor are: Forbidden City, Tree Trimming Party in December, the Cookie Exchange with a published cookbook, a holiday party for 6-12 years old, story time for younger
children and for teens there will be a “Yes, Virginia…”party.
President’s Report: The next Gener al Meeting will be Apr il 21, 2015. Mar ee thanked Br onwyn Hughes who is r esigning fr om the
Board. Bronwyn has served as Treasurer and has worked to streamline the budget report. She kept detailed reports on the budget for the
addition. FOL is changing its focus from the building. Fundraising is an ongoing need and most important because we continue to provide programs and equipment for the library. The main source of income is the bookstore. The bookstore is open every Saturday from
10a.m.-2p.m. The income received has grown amazingly under the leadership of Jane Abbot and Michael Cannon. Another source of
income is the brick patio. The patio was started in 1998 and continues to provide income. FOL plans to actively promote brick sales in
2015. This year FOL launched a new fundraiser during Christmas with a tree of light in the computer reading area named “Tree of the
Future”. Lights were donated in honor or memory of loved ones. The names will be listed in a book in the library.
Construction of the Library Addition has been concluded. The new wing opened in March of 2014 and the courtyard was completed in
October 2014. The library, FOL, Mathews County Historical Society and McVic honored John Machen and Cindy Gebhard who contributed to the courtyard landscaping and Art Miller who donated a glass etching during the courtyard opening ceremony. The total cost of
the addition was $1,364,000.00 and will be paid for by the end of 2015. There are $82,000.00 in outstanding pledges. Most of these
pledges are due in the near future and only $13,000.00 will be remaining. There is a plaque in the reading room in recognition of FOL
being responsible for fundraising, design and construction. There is also a plaque for the Youth Wing.
Maree reported the goal for FOL will be to expand advocacy through the newsletter, e-mails, FOL Week, etc. The book/film discussion
using The Book Thief was well received. Greg Lewis gave a class on entering FOL information on google.docs so that the material
would be available for several people to use. This year FOL is sponsoring the Tree Lighting on the Courthouse Green. There will be
caroling, refreshments and Christine has books for distribution to young families. Maree announced that she will remain on the Board but
is resigning as President.
Meeting adjourned.

Pamela Viens, FOL Secretary

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Meet Our Library Staff...

Becky Barnhardt
Head of History and Genealogy
Mathews Memorial Library

What began as a part-time position to catalog the archives of the Mathews Memorial Library many years ago has
evolved into much, much more for Becky Barnhardt. While she continues to work with the archives, as the Head of
History and Genealogy, she is dedicated to assisting library patrons with their research needs.
Becky is a Mathews native and graduate of Mathews High School. She was a professional photographer and
graphic illustrator before coming to the MML, but focused on historical and genealogy research when she left those
occupations. Through workshops, working with genealogy professionals, and self-study, Becky learned the basics
of archival research. She continues to enhance her knowledge every day!
Both the Mathews Maritime Foundation and the Mathews County Historical Society as well as many library patrons
have benefited from Becky’s research skills,. When assisting individuals with genealogical research, she determines exactly what they are focused on finding and their respective research skill level. When asked how research
has changed over the years, she noted that the internet is so much more user–friendly and makes original documents available without traveling to a specific place. Also, many records are digitized for ease of use.
The MML has several genealogical research programs available to its patrons: Heritage Quest; America’s Genealogy Bank; and Ancestry. Anyone with a library card number can utilize these sites free of charge, and some can be
accessed from home. People use the Chesapeake Room at the MML to research Virginia Counties where
Mathews and Gloucester information are on microfilm and the rest of the state can be accessed through books.
There is one microfilm reader and one scanner, as well as two computers for the use of library patrons doing genealogical research. Becky makes herself available for any assistance necessary to aid in the searches.
One of the most exciting “finds” for Becky was discovering the original documents (over 40 pages) documenting the
construction of Fort Nonsense in the county. Also, just the joy when patrons find a long-lost relative’s name in an
historical document, or better yet, find a photograph never before seen of an ancestor, makes her job most satisfying.
To keep her artistic creativity alive, Becky continues to photograph using the latest digital photography equipment
and software and is always looking for a new subject to explore. She tries to take pictures regularly and keeps
abreast of new trends by reviewing photography books.
Now that she has an office upstairs in the MML, and is no longer behind the bars of the previous bank vault, there
is more space for Becky to really dig into her research, so feel free to join her-she is ready and willing to help!
Mary B. Whitley, FOL Board Member

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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From the Treasurer...

Hank Furniss

Statement of Financial Position as of March 4, 2015
INCOME

2015 Budget

Book Sales

14,500

Bricks

1,500

Grants

11,827

Contributions
Membership Dues
Tree of Lights

TOTAL INCOME

2015 Actual
2,584

4,000
660

900
1,200

29,927

7,244

EXPENSES
Accounting Services

4,500

700

Advertising

650

105

Brick Engraving

300

Subscriptions

80

Newsletter

600

Book Store Supplies

300

Office Supplies & Postage

200

183

12

12

1,040

160

Orrell Building Rent
Orrell Building Cleaning
PO Box

84

84

Repairs and Maintenance

235

45

Library Addition Loan Interest

500

431

30

30

Safe Deposit Box
Fees and Licenses

101

Web Site

500

Fundraising

425

Membership Expenses

600

Telephone

600

Garden Maintenance

TOTAL OPERATING
EXPENSES

102

104

1,170
11,927

1,956
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Statement of Financial Position as of March 4, 2015 (cont’d)
Program Expenses
Library Director’s Programs

11,750

Library Staff Appreciation

250

Contribution to White Board

6,000

Total Program Expenses

6,000

18,000

TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME

29,927

7,956

-0-

-712

ASSETS

LIABILITIES

Checking Account

33,846

Outstanding Pledges

14,218

Bank Loan

25,000

Library Director’s Fund 1,363
TOTAL ASSETS

49,427

TOTAL LIABILITIES 25,000

NET ASSETS $24,427
General Membership Meeting
Tuesday, April 21, 2015
10:00 am
John Warren Cooke Room
Mathews Memorial Library
In addition to our usual business meeting, we have invited Bonnie Olrogee,
Mathews’ own chocolatier from the Bakery in the village to come and share
some of her secrets to making good chocolates. Some of the highlights of her talk
will include:


How she learned to make chocolates



What is her inspiration in the creative process



What are the secrets to making good chocolate



What is her favorite chocolate

Come prepared to learn more about the Friends and chocolate!!
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Membership For 2015

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip Code

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.
Make Checks Payable To:
Mail To:

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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