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FRIENDS

OF THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC.

Letter from our Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library President
Dear Friends:
As we wrap up 2015, I would like to thank all of you for helping to make this another incredibly successful year for
our Friends of the Library! Our Mathews Memorial Library continues to shine brightly in part due to your support.
Bravo!
During 2015, your Friends organization sponsored the summer youth program, the Highland Games, the popular
Soothin’ Summer Sounds music programs, Dr. Seuss Day, the Author Forums, and the school dictionary program.
In addition, we continue to enhance and improve the Community Courtyard which was constructed as a part of our
library addition project and which ties important Mathews cultural sites together. As you can see, it has been a big
year!
As we look toward 2016, our focus will be largely on supporting the ever-evolving cultural, social and educational
programs of our library. We do not anticipate any further capital needs in the foreseeable future. Our top-notch
library staff is always thinking of new ways to engage our citizens, both youth and adults, and we stand ready to assist
in any way possible.
Our Friends Board of Directors members are busily preparing for our second annual “Tree of Light” celebration.
This is not a fundraising event this year; rather, we view it as an opportunity for folks to remember and honor loved
ones during the Christmas season. You will find more information about the “Tree of Light” in this newsletter.
If you haven’t stopped by the outstanding Friends Book Store lately, you must do so! It attracts many booklovers
each and every Saturday and is a perfect place to find a gift or a good read and help the mission of the Friends as well.
Michael Cannon, Book Store Chairperson, and friends are doing an amazing job!
We continue to make engraved bricks available for the rear library plaza as a way to allow our supporters to
acknowledge family members, friends or important events! Please read on for more information about this meaningful opportunity.
Finally, I cordially invite all of you to attend our annual business meeting in the library on Tuesday, November 17,
2015 at 10:00 a.m. We will be reporting on all of our activities and announcing new Board members and electing
officers for 2016. I promise to keep it as brief as possible!!
Thank you again for your support and my very best wishes to you for a wonderful holiday season and a happy and
healthy 2016!
Sincerely,
Steve Whiteway
President
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Fall General Membership Meeting of the Friends
Tuesday, November 17
John Warren Cooke Room

10:00 a.m.

Mathews Memorial Library

All FOl members and friends are cordially invited to our next
meeting. Come and visit your library and find out what the FOL
has accomplished for the past year and what is planned for 2016.
Refreshments will be served, as always .

See You There!!

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT
THE FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOOK STORE?
Summertime filled the Friends Book Store with your family, guests, and out
of town visitors. We are grateful for the rich and diverse donations that allow us to offer such a wide variance of books from the top novels, beach
reading, classics, handsome art books, nonfiction and military selections,
cross stitch and an entire corner of children’s books.
Having the Friends Book Store open every Saturday from 10 to 2 is something that community members are
now putting on their calendars.

A shout out to Coastwise Design Signs & Screen Printing, Inc. :
We needed small signs for our new, white doors, and Coastwise designed very handsome, classy signs that added
to the entrance-plus a portable sign to designate when we were open. Thanks to this local business for always
giving us their best!
Favorite Saturday quote is from Richard, a regular customer:
Upon entering, he stated,
“This is like coming to a candy store!”
Second best quote from regular female customer,
“Yes, but better because…. it is not fattening!”
Michael Cannon, Book Store Chairperson

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

2

VOLUME 33, NUMBER 3

Fall 2015

From the Librarian….

Bette Dillehay

WHAT’S THE TRADE-OFF?
A recent article appearing in the New York Times focused on what is described as the changing world
of libraries. Among other things, it stated: “The crunch pushed libraries to look locally to prove their
value,” said R. David Lankes, a professor in the School of Information Studies at Syracuse University.
The article goes on to describe how many libraries, to accomplish this goal, have turned to activities
totally unrelated to access to information, search for knowledge or other activities traditionally associated with libraries. Instead, they are offering a new service with activities as “checking out tools,
kitchen items, musical instruments telescopes, and sewing machines”. These alternate services have
prompted new names for libraries such as “library of Things” and the “Stuff-brary”. I was driven to
ponder this announcement, particularly the writer’s phrase – “to prove their value.”
While downward economic trends are cited for this dramatic shift in service, the most compelling argument for this transition is captured in the idea that “the way you best serve your community is to
look like them.” This latter notion has a certain appeal to those of us in the library world where no
motivation is stronger than the desire to be relevant.
Focusing for a moment on our community here in Mathews, were we to become a library of things,
what would we offer? First and foremost, popularity would probably hinge on making available such
items as fishing rods and tackle, paddles, and perhaps even crab pots. Moving to the land-based population, weed whackers, saws and hammers, and plumbing tools would likely be a hit. We would not
want to neglect those who enjoy gardening as well as the cooks and bakers in the community. Children would probably become quite excited at the opportunity to check out American Girl dolls, Frisbees or other entertaining items.
While much of the above is written tongue-in-cheek, it is not meant to diminish the fact there is a
need for libraries to remain relevant in a rapidly changing world, a change that reaches even to our
community. Thus, the Mathews Memorial Library takes seriously this challenge. To date, our focus is
on becoming, especially for youth and teens, a hands-on creative center, or what is more popularly
known as, a “maker space.” We envision this as a space where patrons can work singularly or in
groups to compose music, learn and experiment with photography, write stories, and perhaps even
learn to knit or other similar handcrafts. We are excited about the possibilities a maker space can offer our patrons. However, we do not envision, as explained by a Berkeley, California, librarian
“…when the toilet is clogged, people come here!”

Deck the Halls
Come and join the fun in decorating the MML for the holiday season at the
“Deck the Halls” celebration on Sunday, November 29th from 2 – 4 p. m. The
theme is “Once Upon A Christmas” , and everyone is invited to inscribe an ornament for a
loved one and place it on the FOL Tree of Light. See page 5 in this newsletter for details.

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
General Membership Meeting
April 21, 2015
John Warren Cooke Conference Room
Steve Whiteway, President, called the meeting to order. He thanked the members: Christine Ulrich, JoAnn Mulvany, Brenda Baker and Joyce McElvey, for the “Chocolate Lovers” refreshments.
Steve introduced the library staff and thanked them for their commitment to the library.

Elena Siddel moved to forgo the reading of the minutes and accept them as written and published in the newsletter. Mary
Whitley seconded and all were in favor.
Treasurer’s Report: FOL is within the approved budget as of March 31. The amount owed on the line-of-credit for the
addition has been changed from $15,000.00 to $6,667.00. Mary Whitley moved that the Treasurer’s Report be approved.
Nancy Lindgren seconded and all approved.
Book Store Report: Michael Cannon reported that the book sales amounted to $18,821.00 in 2014. That is up from
$10,127.00 in 2009. Michael reported that the back room in the Orrell Building has been rearranged. New bookcases have
been installed with the help of the Middle Peninsula Regional Security Center prisoners. We are receiving more books from
estate sales. Unsold books go to the Middle Peninsula Security Center. Annie Wortham and Neil Weber take any leftover
books to a Baltimore facility. Michael praised Barbara Sampson for her many hours volunteering in the book store. She reported that the Abbotts have retired from the bookstore and thanked them for their many years of service. Michael announced that the bookstore would be open for ½ hour after the meeting.
Library Director’s Report: Bette thanked the Friends for their support. She reported that there are 11,139 patrons of
the library. The library has 110MB of speed for the computers which rates in the top 2% for the state. She thanked Greg
Lewis for his work in technology for the library. Larry Chewning will give a talk on Watermen of Mathews on Thursday the
27th, and there will be a bus trip to tour the VMFA exhibit on Tuesday.
President’s Report: Steve reminded annual members to renew their memberships. The focus of the Friends will be on
sponsoring programs for the library since the addition project has been completed. One recent program that FOL sponsored
was to send nine high school art students with their teachers to the VMFA exhibit. There will be a fundraising letter sent out
within the next month. The Friends support many programs for the library, such as, Highland Games, speakers, Soothin
Summer Sounds, Youth Summer Program, etc. Steve thanked Ed Cannon for his work in the book store. He announced
that Mason South, an early member of FOL, passed away. He recognized Maree Morgan for her years as President and leadership during the new addition. Steve also announced that Roger Gamble had retired as the leader of the brick patio program and thanked him for his years of service. FOL will donate a brick in his honor.
Steve introduced Betty Wren Day who gave a very informative and entertaining talk on the history of chocolate.
Steve adjourned the meeting and everyone enjoyed the chocolate reception.
Respectfully submitted,
Pamela H. Viens, Secretary

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Welcome to New Members
Life
Charles and Jean Ingram
Debbie Whiteway

Annual
Pat Almond

Robert and Carol Murdock

Vytautas Bandjunis and Deborah Kirkman

Patricia Nahormek, MD

James Barker

Joan Norcutt

Sheriff Mark Barrick

Paul and Virginia Owens

John and Margaret Bell

Kevin and Janet Perlowski

Gregory and Jennifer Britt

Doris Pritchett

Dana Brown

Preston and Connie Shelton

William French and Mynette Matvey

Richard and Bonnie Kay Stevenson

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hollerith, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Kearfott Stone

Mr. and Mrs. William S. Hudgins, Jr.

Estelle Tankard

Sidney and Janet James

Carl and Norma Thomas

Dr. C. Ben Lennon, DDS

Mr. and Mrs. Salvatore Vitale

Mr. and Mrs. James Mitchem

Robert and Ellen Wandrei

Rebecca Morgan

Jack and Becky Washburn

Martha Moss

Stanley and Marie Joe Woodward

The Perfect Christmas Present
What do you do at Christmas for someone who has everything?

Come to the Deck the Halls decorating celebration November 29th at the
library and give your loved one an ornament on the Tree of Light.
The Tree of Light will be at the entrance to the Hudgins Wing. During the Deck the Hall event,
everyone is invited to drop by and inscribe a name to be placed in an ornament and hung on the
tree. We hope to honor those who have inspired you or made a difference in your life and have
been a “light” to guide your way as the library is a light of learning and exploration to all in our
community.

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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A Library Brick…A Lasting
Gift or Memorial.

The Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. offers the unique opportunity for citizens
to purchase engraved bricks which become part of the library’s welcoming rear entrance
plaza.
Birthdays, anniversaries and holidays are excellent occasions to honor family and friends
with walkway bricks. And don’t forget your family pets-they can join the many dogs, cats and
horses who are already honored at the library. Come and read these delightful inscriptionssome funny and others heartwarming.
A 4X8 brick is still only $100 and an 8X8 brick remains $150. Forms are available at the library, the Friends Book Store, the FOL webpage, and on the next newsletter page.
Steve Whiteway, Brick Chairperson

Membership News and Reminder
Last spring, the Friends Board of Directors voted to offer a free annual membership to all contributors to the
spring fund drive. As a result, we added 48 new members to our rolls on July 1. We are very grateful for their
financial support and look forward to seeing some new faces at FOL events. These “reward” memberships will
run through the end of 2016.
We will be welcoming these new members at the fall meeting of the FOL general membership on Tuesday, November 17, at 10:00 a.m., in the John Warren Cooke Room at the Library. Please come join us for special refreshments and an opportunity to meet fellow library supporters. New board members for 2016 will be introduced, and officers will be elected for the coming year.
Meanwhile, those annual members whose memberships are for calendar year 2015 and who want to continue to
support our organization and receive our newsletters and notices of FOL events should send in their renewals
soon for 2016. Reminders will go out in January. The membership renewal form is on the back page of this
newsletter, and the library thanks you for your support!
Christine Ulrich, Membership Chairperson
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Commemorative Brick Program

Name_____________________________________

Telephone Number _________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________
$______Buy-A-Brick ($100 for 4” by 8” or $150 for 8” by 8”)
Select brick type and make check payable to: Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library
Mail this completed form and check to:

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library
P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109

To order a Brick print in upper case letters EXACTLY as you would like your engraving to appear.
Spaces count as characters. Put one blank space between words.

$100 Contribution (4" x 8" brick) with three lines of 14 characters.

$150 Contribution (8" x 8" brick) with five lines of 14 characters

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Meet Our Library Staff...
Haven Headley, Head of Youth Services
We welcome Haven Headley to the Mathews Memorial Library as our Head of Youth Services. Ms. Headey
comes to us from Tappahannock with a Bachelors of Arts in English and Linguistics as a graduate of the University
of Mary Washington. She has completed her Masters of Library and Information Science and is very excited to be
in Mathews.
Ms. Headley was focused on a career as a Doctor of Dermatology until her senior year at UMW when she experienced an epiphany as to where her real passion resided-in the library! Haven clearly remembers racing to the registrar’s office on the last day available to change her classes and enroll in those that would allow her a different career path.
Working at the Central Regional Rappahannock Library while in college allowed her to experience the joy of library work, and we are fortunate to have added her to our capable staff. As the Youth Services Librarian, she is
involved in youth programming, story times, assisting her patrons (and their parents and guardians) in selecting
appropriate and interesting books, and pitching in whenever needed, as all of our library staff are known to do.
When asked her favorite aspects of her new position, she is quick to respond, “Helping the kids find their reading
passion.” Haven also enjoys story time as the children are “so funny”, and she strives to challenge them with activities not always linked to a computer.
Haven finds making a personal connection with the teens and providing them guidance is often a challenge. She
tries to be in the Teen Center, as time and demand from the youth center allow, to interact with the teens.
For fun, Haven enjoys reading (of course), sewing, and assisting her parents with their alpaca farm. This includes
many Saturdays spent at farmers’ markets selling wool, yarn, and knitted items-many from Peru or made by her
mother.
Mary B. Whitley, Board Member

Make a Suggestion and Win a Brick!
The Board of Directors works hard to keep the Friends informed and involved in
supporting our local library. If you have an idea for something FOL can do to increase community support for Mathews Memorial Library, please bring it to the Fall General Membership Meeting, Tuesday,
November 17. The important words are "something FOL can do"--and of course that means Friends (not
the library staff). No public speaking required--simply write your idea on a piece of paper and place it in
the Member Memo Box at the meeting. Handing in a suggestion entitles you to put your name in the hat
for a drawing at the end of the meeting. The lucky winner wins a brick for the patio, to be dedicated in
honor of the person of your choice!
www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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Treasurer's Report
INCOME
Book Sales

Treasurer, Hank Furniss
2015 Budget

September 30, 2015
2015 Actual

14,500

13,129

Bricks

1,500

550

Grants

11,827

22,000

Contributions

3,800

Annual Fundraising Letter

8,260

Membership Dues
Tree of Light

TOTAL INCOME

900

395

1,200

29,927

48,134

EXPENSE
OPERATING EXPENSES
Accounting Services

4,500

3,725

Advertising

650

333

Brick Engraving

300

217

80

80

Newsletter

600

372

Book Store Supplies

300

389

Office Supplies & Postage

200

232

12

12

1,040

760

84

84

Repairs & Maintenance

235

92

Library Addition Loan Interest

500

668

Safe Deposit Box

30

30

Fees & Licenses

101

102

Web Site

500

463

Fundraising

425

489

Membership Expenses

600

125

Telephone

600

470

1,170

189

11,927

8,832

Subscriptions

Orrell Building Rent
Orrell Cleaning and Supplies
Post Office Box

Garden Maintenance

Total Operating Expenses
PROGRAM EXPENSES
Library Director's Programs

11,750

11,750

250

225

6,000

6,000

Total Program Expenses

18,000

17,975

TOTAL EXPENSES

29,927

Library Staff Appreciation
Contribution to White Board

9

26,807

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
P. O. Box 127
Mathews, VA 23109-0127

Membership For 2016

Join for Life and Save!!

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
_____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
_____ Open New Annual Membership @ $5 per person
_____ Renew Annual Membership @ $5 per person
Mr./Mrs./Ms._____________________________________________________________________________
Name

Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
Address

Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
City

State

Zip Code

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.
Make Checks Payable To:
Mail To:

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc
FOL, P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127
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