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FRIENDS 
 

What If?What If?  

ImagineImagine--What Might Have Been: What Might Have Been:   
Or Could Be!Or Could Be!  

 

More on Page  6 
 

It’s Happening at the Library!! 

 

Each year, the Mathews Memorial Library picks a topic for the summer program to 

challenge children by sparking an interest in the world around them. Activities are de-

signed to bring experiences and knowledge which are outside of their normal lives.  

“What If” might make you think of what could have been such as “What if I had hit that 

homerun” or “What if I had run a little faster in the footrace at camp?”, but it will also 

be fun to consider what might be.  This summer’s program will lead children on imagi-

nary journeys filled with very exciting “What Ifs?” and “What Might Have Been:  Or 

Could Be!”.  They will explore why people became astronauts, or divers, or sculptors, 

or scientists.  Even more important, each child will have the opportunity to discover a 

personal interest in becoming one of these “What Could Be”.  

 

Through your generous donations, brick purchases, membership dues, and patronage of 

the Used Book Store, the Friends of the Library are able to financially support the 

Mathews Memorial Library summer program again this year.  In addition, the Highland 

Games, held in June, and the Soothin Summer Sounds throughout the summer, are 

funded by the FOL. 
 

We hope you will continue to support the work of the FOL, which when combined with 

the outstanding planning and efforts of the library staff, make all of this possible. 
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From the President…                          Maree Morgan 

Dear Friends, 

After the long, cold winter, the  hot days of summer are a welcome relief.  After four years of FOL lead-
ing and managing the Library Addition Project, it is with a great sense of accomplishment that the owner-
ship of the Hudgins Wing is being accepted by the Board of Supervisors at the June meeting. Each of you 
who helped “to make it happen” need to congratulate yourself on your part in this wonderful endeavor.          

As of this time, everything pertaining to the library project has been completed with the exception of the 
landscaping in the Courtyard, behind the Visitor’s Center, and in front of the Hudgins Wing.  John Machen 
has generously agreed to donate and to install the plant materials in the Fall, 2014.   Effective June 30th, 
the books will be closed on the Library Addition Project. A “Donor Recognition Album” will be prepared 
for display in the library  acknowledging all who contributed to this great project.  We also are apprecia-
tive to all of those who are honoring their pledges. 

The week of October 19-25 is the National Friends of the Library week, and it is an opportunity to pro-
mote awareness of the Friends and how we support the library and the community.  We will be hosting 
events during this week and urge you to mark your calendars.  Specific events and dates will follow. 

The glass cabinet (by the door to the Courtyard) in the Hudgins Wing of the library will house an exhibit 
on the Friends.  Jane Abbott and Doreen Folzenlogen are in charge of creating the display and will have it 
installed by the end of the summer. 

Once again the FOL is pleased to sponsor the Library’s Children’s Summer Program, three summer musi-

cal events, and the Highland Games.  These programs demonstrate the creativity and strength of the li-

brary and its staff.  It is your support that enables the FOL to contribute $9700 for these events. 

Maree Morgan, President 

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

Welcome New Annual Members 

Barbara Ettner 

Marianne Rizzio 

 

Thanks to Life Members 

Linda Bryson 

Colanne Bunting 

 

 

Treakle Foundation Grant 

We are please to announce that the FOL 

has once again received a financial grant 

from the Treakle Foundation.  The 

amount this year is $18,000.   
 

This donation allows us to continue our 

support of the library and its programs.  

As we close out the Hudgins Wing build-

ing project, these funds are much appre-

ciated. 
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Meet Our Library Staff… 

Carol McCormack  

 Head of  Youth Services         Mathews Memorial Library 
                  

      For someone who came to Mathews expecting the relaxed  pace of a 

retiree, Carol McCormack is a very busy lady.  Beginning as a volunteer for 

“Story Time” for the younger library patrons in 2003, Carol’s delight in 

working with youth, and her interest in reading, made her a natural as the 

Head of Youth Services. 

        Born in New Jersey with some years in Pennsylvania, Carol hails from 

a family that made reading and music an important part of daily life. Ac-

cording to her, thirty five years in Virginia have yet to erase her “Jersey” 

accent.   

        Educated at Kean University with a Major in Deaf and Hard of Hearing 

and a Minor in General Education, Carol also received a Certificate in Early 

Childhood Education, so was able to teach JK-8th grade.  She started her teaching career in fifth 

grade and then substitute taught for thirty-three years while raising her family. 

        As with many Mathews residents, Carol and her husband John found Mathews through 

friends and began with a summer home in Cobbs Creek.  In 2002, they moved here permanently.  

Three of their four children and their families live in Virginia, and one in California.   

        Carol enjoys playing Mah Jong and being a Master Gardener, is a choir director, plays guitar, 

and of course, reads whenever she can.  She recently traveled to Italy to visit her ancestors’ home 

and research her roots. 

        When asked to describe the best part of her job, she responded, “It is still ‘Story Time’ for the 

children.” In addition, her newer duties in this digital age include assisting with the “Tech Zoo” 

and teaching adult computer classes.  A new project Carol will be shepherding for our youngest 

readers is “1000 Books B4K”.   Other library activities which involve Carol  include weekly visits 

to Head Start, regular kindergarten and first grade library visits, the Summer Program each year, 

the Highland Games (in its 10th Year),  yearly Fantasy Trips to other countries,  Bedtime Story 

Time, and much, much more.  Carol is assisted in her endeavors by two capable volunteers:  Jan 

Mohr, a retired librarian and Jane Senyk, a retired kindergarten teacher.   

        While her position is part-time, due to her busy schedule, Carol wishes it were possible to 

work at the library full time.  Regretfully, she has seen a decline in classroom visits to the library 

due to a more intense school day schedule.  If she couldn’t work in the library, she would have 

loved to have been a third grade teacher. 

         When asked her favorite author, she said it was Donna Leon who penned the Guido Brunetti 

mysteries.  Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive The Bus  by Mo Williams is Carol’s recommended book 

on the children’s bookshelves-and it is special as she insisted this author read it on the spot. 

          We are indeed fortunate to have someone so dedicated to reading and children working in 

our library. 

                                   Mary Whitley, FOL Newsletter Editor 
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From the Librarian….                         Bette Dillehay  

 Library’s Leading Role 

It recently fell to our County Administrator, Mindy Moran, to select an accomplishment 

by the community of Mathews to highlight for an achievement award submission to the 

Virginia Association of Counties (VACo).   Not surprisingly, Ms. Moran selected the re-

cently completed library expansion project as presenting the optimum opportunity to be 

recognized by VACo in 2014. 

Her skillfully written and poignant presentation, “Meeting the Needs and Expectations 

of 21st Century Patrons,” should guarantee serious consideration by the selection com-

mittee.  She effectively captures the long history of community support for the public li-

brary and highlights the numerous challenges and victories faced by community leaders, 

whose goal has been to ensure that all citizens of Mathews have access to the unique re-

sources offered by a public library.  Ms. Moran placed particular emphasis on the success 

of the most recent expansion undertaken by the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Li-

brary.  She attributes the overwhelming financial support for the project to the confi-

dence that the community holds that their donation “supported an expansion that 

would address community needs and the knowledge that the Mathews Memorial Library 

meets needs that are not traditional library roles.” 

Regardless of the success of the efforts of Ms. Moran, the library stands ready to make 

real her assertion that “Mathews Memorial Library is truly a community engagement 

oasis on the front line of protecting the right to learn.” 

Brick and Walkway 

This year has started off positively as we have received 12 brick donations during the first six 
months of the year. We certainly expect to reach our yearly average of 20 bricks and, to assure 
that, please consider getting your donation in soon.  
 

The donation of $100 for a 4x4 brick and $150 for an 8x8 one remains one of the biggest bargains 
in town. And the bonus is that all funds go to supporting the many excellent programs carried out 
by our excellent library.   
 

Donation forms are available at the library and on our website:  www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org   

                                                                                                Roger Gamble, Walkway Chairman 
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                  Not Your Ordinary Used Book Store 

        Orrell Building                                              

   Behind the Library & Mathews Visitors Center 

    Open Saturdays from 10:00-2:00 pm                                    

           Other times by appointment 

 
 

 

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library Board 

Left to Right:  Jane Abbott, Brenda Baker, Mary Whitley, Pam Viens, Maree Morgan, Hank Furniss, 
Michael Cannon, Jack Ward, Christine Ulrich, and Bronwyn Hughes. (Not Pictured:  Steve Whiteway) 

 

Thousands of books are available with several hundred new donations received each 

month. Ninety percent of our books are priced at $1.00 and under. Also available are 

hundreds of books for children, teens, and tweens. And, come and browse the back 

room north wall for books priced at only $.50. 
  

These thousands of books are a part of three estates ( including that of Susan Barrick) 

and many are in excellent condition.  There are lots of treasures to be found. And we 

keep our low prices for the majority of books. 
 

 

Our sales have been good since the last newsletter, but we want to finance the library 

summer programs for the children and the music program. 

 

Bring your relatives and friends to experience this “gem” ( word from a patron) of 

Mathews County. 
                      Jane Abbott, Chair of Used Book Store 
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        Teen Activity                    What If? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

                                                     

     

                           

 

                          

                          

 

                         Doc Muroff and Friends                                               Ambrosia Quartet                                    

                         Thursday, July 17th                Virginia Symphony Orchestra 

                                  7 p.m.                                                        Thursday, August 28 th                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                      4 p.m. 

                                                  Free Admission and Open to the Public 

 

Going Green is a program to involve mid-

dle and high school ages in an effort to en-

sure that Mathews remains a pristine, envi-

ronmentally conscious community.   
 

Teens will be involved in identifying sym-

bols on the culverts and drains in the village 

which empty into the Bay-exact dates of 

this project will be announced. 

 

All good books are alike in that they are truer 

than if they really happened and after you are 

finished reading one you feel that it all hap-

pened to you and after which it all belongs to 

you. 

                                           Ernest Hemingway 

        July and August Activity Schedule 

                        Ages 6-14 

                    10:00 am-Noon 

                 July 8th-August 1st 

 

Tuesdays               Lemonade Lectures 

                                                          

Wednesdays          Tales to be Told   

                           Preschoolers-Kindergarten 

 

Thursdays             Crafts and Activities      

 

Fridays                   Discovery Days 

 

   Registration Required 

MML  725-5747 



From the Treasurer...                     Bronwyn Hughes 

Statement of Financial Position as of June 11, 2014 

ASSETS  

FOL Funds  

Checking Account        1,531 

Library Director’s Fund          100 

182 Day CD       10,126 

      11,757 

Library Addition  Funds  

Library Addition Trust               89 

Pledges      71,468 

     71,557 

Library Addition Costs  

Radio Shack Building     186,404 

Loughridge     798,000 

Other Construction Costs        11,664 

Furnishings      62,933 

Computers      10,000 

Architect      120,919 

Engineer          3,220 

Electric          4,448 

Insurance         4,574 

Legal Fees         3,393 

Miscellaneous         6,248 

Printing & Promotion       10,343 

Fundraising Contractor       85,208 

Project Manager        46,097 

 1,353,451 

UNDEVELOPED LAND BE-
HING ORRELL BUILDING 

   158,000 

TOTAL ASSETS  1,594,765 

LIABILITIES  

  

  

Completed Library  

         Addition 

 

Donations     731,030 

From FOL Savings     181,632 

From Local Businesses        31,550 

Grants     158,500 

From Mathews County     250,000 

Interest on Trust Account             739 

    1,353,451 

Chesapeake Bank Loan      82,000 

  

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,435,451 

  

  

NET ASSETS     159,314 

       

 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
& NET ASSETS 

 

1,594,765 
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Membership For 2014-Join  for Life and Save!!                                         

                                           I  Want to Open/Renew My Membership. 

                                         Remittance is enclosed to: 

                                _____ Open My Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

                                _____ Open My Annual Membership   @ $5 per person 

                                _____ Renew My Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

           Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name         Telephone 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address      Email Address 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

                            Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

                            Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

        Mail To:                                                 FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

 

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 


