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From the President…                          Maree Morgan 

 

On March 7, the H. Bland Hudgins, M.D. Wing was opened to the public for use.  This day was made pos-
sible through the generous donations of time and funds by individuals, our county government, grants 
from various  foundations, and the Friends of the Library. 

For the FOL, 2014 is a bridge year after the major endeavor for the past four years in spearheading the 
Library Addition Project.  A few of the new initiatives being planned by the FOL are as follow: 

 Providing volunteers to maintain the landscaping installed in front of the Hudgins Wing and in the 
new Courtyard (see article  on page 9) 

 Providing volunteers to work in the Library Career Connect Center (see article on facing page) 

 Developing an annual fundraising event in the fourth quarter of the year 

 Hosting the lighting of the Christmas Tree in the Courthouse 

The bookstore and the sale of bricks for the patio and walkway continue to thrive and to provide a source 
of funding for programs, equipment, and various activities at the Library.  The bookstore could not func-
tion without the dedicated volunteers who keep the doors open each Saturday. 

Mark your calendars for the Spring General Membership Meeting on Tuesday, April 15 at 10 a.m. in the 
John Warren Cooke Room of the Library. 

Enjoy using the H. Bland Hudgins, M.D. Wing and see you in April. 

Maree Morgan, President 

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

FOL General Meeting     

Tuesday      April 15, 2014     10:00 a.m.  

John Warren Cooke Room     Mathews Memorial Library 

  The Spring General Meeting of the Friends of the Library will be held on Tuesday, 

April 15, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. in the John Warren Cooke Room of the Mathews Memorial 

Library.  All members are invited to attend to learn about the completion of the Library 

Addition Project, our current financial position, membership enrollment, and future pro-

grams and projects.  Maree Morgan, President of the Friends of the Library Board, will 

direct the meeting and Bette Dillehay, Library Director, will speak, as well. 
 

All members and library patrons are invited to attend and bring a friend!! 
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The Career Connect Center (C
3

) Needs You 

 

Shirley lost her job when a local business reduced its workforce. She was unsure where to look for 
work, but a friend brought her to the Career Connect Center at Mathews Memorial Library.  A library 
staff member interviewed her and then sat with her for two hours, helping her navigate the world of 
career information online.  Before the afternoon was over, Shirley found a course that would prepare 
her to be a nursing aide. She signed up online and left the library with a new lease on life. 

The Career Connect Center (C3) at Mathews Memorial Library provides 10 to 15 county residents 
every month with this kind of help. More people could be served with the help of volunteers. 

That’s where you come in. If you are comfortable using a computer, if you want to help, and if you can 
give three hours or more once a week to this very worthwhile service, the Career Connect Center 
may have a job for you. 

As a volunteer you can augment the work of the library staff by: 

 

 Setting up the work area with computers, signage, job leads, fliers, etc. The Career Connect 
Center is located upstairs in the main library building and is currently open from 10 am to 
3 pm every Thursday, but with the help of volunteers it might be possible to extend its 
hours. 

 Meeting with clients to assess their needs, whether filing for unemployment or disability, 
searching for jobs, or creating or updating a resume and cover letter. 

 Registering new clients with the Virginia Workforce Connection. 

 Guiding clients through job applications online. 

 Printing out a weekly job list and posting it at the front desk. 

 Creating email accounts for clients. 

 Maintaining workforce materials, including instructional handouts, online resources and 
local contacts. 

 

Laptops with special programs are available in the Career Connect Center and library staff will train 
you to use them and to work with clients. 

As a volunteer in the Career Connect Center, you can make a valuable contribution by opening the 
door to training and employment for Mathews residents searching for work. 

For more information, contact Bette Dillehay, Library Director, at 804.725.5747. 

          By Christine Ulrich, Membership Chairman 



4 

 

   VOLUME 32, NUMBER  1 SPRING  2014                                                                                                                

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

IRELAND  

LAND OF LEGEND  

 

 

 

 

 

Fantasy Trip Time @ Mathews Memorial Library  

 

  Enjoy the Sights, Sounds & Tastes of Ireland  

 

                Wednesday, April 23rd  

                10 a.m. - 2 p.m.  

                Ages 7 - 13  

                Reservations: 804.725.5747  

2014 Volunteer of the Year 

This year again, Barbara Sampson has been selected as the FOL VOLUNTEER OF THE 

YEAR.   Friends of the Library's Bookstore is successful because we get amazingly gener-

ous donations of books from the community and because we have people who work all 

week long to get the shop ready for Saturday's Sale.    
 

Barbara  comes twice a week to the bookstore and sorts hundreds of donations.  With her 

outstanding knowledge of books, she quickly determines which books  

are  valuable, what authors are in demand, what should go to our special  

sections and what books are set aside for our top research person,  

Nan Hathaway.  Barbara has upgraded our classic section attracting  

many students and adults.  She continues to have new ideas to make  

our store customer-friendly.  Thanks to Barbara and our wonderful   

other volunteers for making 2013 a year that has topped all others in  

sales and has helped us in supporting our award-winning Library. 

 
                                                                  Michael Cannon, FOL Board  Member 
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From the Librarian….                         Bette Dillehay   

Figuring It Out – One Step At A Time 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

There are a number of ways to describe the Mathews Memorial Library.  The first, and 

most important, is that of athenaeum, defined as an institution for the promotion of learn-

ing.  Although rarely heard in today’s world, the term denotes a larger role than that of 

merely providing access to books, magazines, etc.  A second description might be as a 

center for civic support.  This comes into play through such activities as childhood liter-

acy, career counseling, creative programming, genealogy and history archival center.  A 

more recent descriptor is that of computer center.  An unlikely, though highly supportable 

concept, is one of tourist attraction.    

 

Today, the success of the Mathews Memorial Library, like most public libraries, is meas-

ured, not so much by what it brings to the community, but rather by the resources (budget, 

collection size, and staffing) that the library has to utilize.   This form of measuring suc-

cess is reinforced by the annual collection of data provided to the Library of Virginia 

which, in turn, impacts the level of State Aid funding provided.  Currently, the most 

widely collected and reported service measures indicating the level of library use are cir-

culation, reference requests, door counts, and program attendance.  Even attempts to col-

lect data on the extent of the library as computer center fall short, for instance, in captur-

ing the role of the library website, where efforts are made to record the number of hits, 

page views, etc.  The number of onsite visits to take advantage of the library’s wireless 

network may be captured, but the impact of its availability is not currently measureable 

when, in fact, this service is the bridge over which information and service flows for 

many patrons.   

 

The means for assessing and measuring the impact of much of what the library currently 

does are lacking.  What is needed is a set of performance measures that will capture the 

essence of what the library is providing.  It is important to measure the outcome or impact 

of the difference that some of these programs make in the lives of individuals and the well

-being of the community.  Such a task is not for a single library to undertake but, rather, 

will require attention at a higher level.  It has never been more important for Mathews 

Memorial Library to tell its true story than the present as we look toward occupying the 

outstanding and highly functional H. Bland Hudgins, M.D. Wing.  We will need to figure 

out – one step at a time – how best to serve the teen population for whom a large portion 

of the Wing is apportioned.  Without the means to ensure consistency and validity, the dif-

ference that library services make in the lives of young people may be skewed and unpro-

ductive.    
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. General Meeting  

John Warren Cooke Room           November 19, 2013 

Maree Morgan, President, called the meeting to order.  A list of attendees is available. A quorum was present. 

Michael Cannon moved that the minutes be accepted as written.  Roger Gamble seconded and all approved. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bronwyn Hughes reported that FOL doesn’t have a final amount for the capital campaign and she ex-
pects that most of the pledges will be completed soon.  FOL does not have the final cost for the addition. 

Director’s Report:  Bette Dillehay introduced Mary Bull, the new teen and adult services librarian.  She announced that 
Corey Haviland would work on Tuesdays and Sundays and would coordinate book clubs. Bette reported that the library has 
10,400 patrons and 4,000 patrons have been added since 2010.  The number of daily visits has gone up, but the number of 
books checked out has gone down.  Bette reported that the library has received two gifts: a bench donated by the Minor family 
in honor of Lee Chapman and a quilt by Gerri Lohr that will hang in the Heritage Room in the addition.  The library will deco-
rate Christmas trees at Deck the Halls on December 1, there may be a giving tree in the teen center, a group with the Virginia 
Symphony will perform December 10th (funded by FOL) and the Snow Bear and children’s pajama story time will be on De-
cember 17th.  Bette complimented the staff on their hard work and creativity. 

Bookstore:  Jane Abbott reported that from January 1, 2013 until November 12, 2013 the book store had made $15,703.00, 
and she had a check for $200.00 to deposit.  It takes from 25-30 volunteer hours per week to run the bookstore.  It takes many 
people to make the store work: the volunteers, contributions of books, county workers, inmates and garden club.  The book-
store is advertised on the Visitor Center’s web page.  The funds from the bookstore fund programs at the library.  There are 
10,000 books mostly $1.00 or less.  Maree complimented the hard work and dedication of Michael Cannon and Jane Abbott. 

Membership:  Christine Ulrich reported that there are 335 members with 30 new members.  She asked that everyone en-
courage people to join the Friends. 

Newsletter:  Mary Whitley reported the web site is running and is updated.  She suggested that if you get the newsletter by 
mail that you try receiving it by email which would reduce cost to the FOL.   

Election of Directors:  Michael Cannon, Mary Whitley, Maree Morgan and Pam Viens terms expire this year.  They have 
agreed to serve another term.  Maree asked for nominations from the floor and there were none.  Neil Weber moved that the 
slate be accepted and Roger Gamble seconded.  All were in favor. 

Walkway and Patio:  Roger Gamble reported that 21 bricks had been ordered and installed this year.  Two clubs, the DAR 
and the Continental Society, ordered 8x8 bricks this year.  He suggested FOL encourage clubs to order bricks.  A 8x8 brick is 
$150.00 and a 4x8 brick is $100.00.  The bookstore has a book containing donors and inscriptions for the bricks. 

President’s Report:  Maree said that FOL has been trying to engage volunteers by participating in the Spelling Bee at Market 
Days, and this year FOL will be responsible for the Christmas Tree Lighting on the Green.  The lighting ceremony will have 
refreshments and music.  FOL is hoping to turn this event into a fundraiser.  We are looking for new ways to raise money for 
the library.  Maree recognized Neil Weber for being president during the purchase of the electronics building that has become 
the new wing.  Neil was involved in finding a donor to purchase the building.  The county managed the previous addition, 
Youth Wing, but this time the FOL has been in charge of the planning, fund raising, and construction.  We are in the final stages 
of construction after three and a half years.  Neil, Doreen Folzenlogen, Carolyn Taylor, Steve Whiteway (county rep) and Bette 
Dillehay were on the Building Committee and began meeting with the architect.  In 2012, the Capital Campaign Steering Com-
mittee was formed with Dick Pogue, Dennis and Brenda Baker, Judy Busby, John Dayton, Willie Hubbard, Jack Ward, Steve 
Whiteway and Maree Morgan.  Fundraising was done with Mary Ellen Stumpf and Associates.  Gaylia Hudgins, Brent Goo and 
the county were major donors to the project.  We have raised $1,293,000.00.  FOL will need to raise another $30 to 
$40,000.00.  FOL met with Jack Stillman and Jack Ward who were involved with the Youth Wing, and they recommended that 
FOL hire a superintendent.  Ken Sechrest was hired after an interview process and has been invaluable to the Friends.  The con-
tractor has until December 14th to obtain the certificate of occupancy. Maree thanked Joyce McKelvey for the refreshments. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pamela H. Viens, Secretary 

 



From the Treasurer...                     Bronwyn Hughes 

Statement of Financial Position as of March 12, 2014 

ASSETS  

FOL Funds  

Checking Account       23,549 

Library Director’s Fund         2,368 

182 Day CD       10,119 

      36,036 

Library Addition  Funds  

Library Addition Trust       29,112 

Project Checking Acct       20,917 

Pledges      83,898 

Demand Money Plus       15,944 

    149,869 

Library Addition Costs  

Radio Shack Building     186,404 

Construction     661,775 

Furnishings      72,933 

Architect      116,975 

Engineer          3,220 

Electric          4,447 

Insurance         4,574 

Legal Fees         3,393 

Miscellaneous         6,248 

Printing & Promotion       10,828 

Fundraising Contractor       85,208 

Project Manager        45,014 

 1,201,019 

Library Addition Fund/Costs  1,350,888 

Land Behind Orrell Building       158,000 

TOTAL ASSETS  1,544,924 

LIABILITIES  

  

  

Completed Library  

         Addition 

 

Donations     724,300 

From FOL Savings     155,812 

From Local Businesses        31,550 

Grants     158,500 

From Mathews County     250,000 

Interest on Trust Account             726 

Chesapeake Bank Loan      30,000 

   1,350,888 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,350,888 

  

  

NET ASSETS     194,036 

  

  

  

       

 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & 
NET ASSETS 

 

 

1,544,924 
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Spotlight on the King of Bricks 

Roger Gamble, a long-time Friend of the Library, maintains the memorial walkway and patio be-
hind the library.  If the library is the heartbeat of Mathews County, then the walkway and patio are 
the heart’s memory. 
 

Milt Lindgren designed the walkway and patio and installed the first 323 memorial bricks when 
the library was renovated in the late 90s.  In 2006, Roger took over as the “king of bricks.” Since 
then he has been responsible for taking requests for new bricks, ordering them from their source 
in Michigan, and installing them.  There are now 484 memorial bricks honoring people, organiza-
tions, and pets. Some mark celebrations, some include philosophical sayings.  Many families are 
represented by several bricks. 
 

Roger and his wife Jera retired to 
Mathews after a long career in the For-
eign Service that included serving as act-
ing head of the embassy in Nicaragua 
during the Contra War, as ambassador to 
Surinam, and as Director of Management 
Policy in the State Department. He and 
Jera lived all over the world, in danger-
ous places, in quiet places, but they never 
enjoyed the kind of local library they 
found in Mathews.  When they retired 
here in 1996, Roger promised himself 
not to get involved in local activities for at least a year, but Mathews Memorial Library made him 
break his promise.  He saw immediately how important the library was to the life of the commu-
nity. With great enthusiasm he joined the Friends of the Library and for several years served on 
the Friends’ board. 
 

Today he and Jera attend many of the programs and events the library offers. They especially ap-
preciate the downloadable e-books now available. (Both the special programs and the e-books re-
ceive substantial support from the Friends of the Library.)  When family come to town, a visit to 
the Friends’ bookstore is always on the agenda. 
 

Roger points out that there is still plenty of room on the patio for more names.  If you don’t have 
a brick somewhere in the array of names and dates and thoughts and dreams on the walkway and 
patio Milt and Roger have worked so hard to build over the years, you still have something left to 
do in Mathews.  You can contact Roger for more information: gambleroger4@gmail.com. 
                                                                                                          

          By Christine Ulrich, Membership Chairman 
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BACK ROADS 
Thursday, April 24th  

              7 p.m.  

Mathews Memorial Library  

  
PEOPLE, PLACES AND PIE AROUND  

VIRGINIA  

Come along for the ride with Richmond Times-Dispatch 
senior photographer Bob Brown and columnist Bill Loh-
mann on a journey through Virginia, from the Eastern 
Shore to Cumberland Gap.  

Volunteers 

Needed 

Help Us Save a Tree 

Let us send you our newsletter by email.  Why?? 

 Saves money for the FOL to use for the library 

 Less stamp-licking for us-Yuck! 

 Helps keep your snail mail down 

 Less paper and ink so environmentally friendly  

Email friendsofmathewslibrary.org and we will welcome you to our digi-
tal family. 

The addition is finished and FOL is turning its attention to the Community 
Courtyard.  Landscaping for the courtyard will be completed soon.  We 
need volunteers to help maintain the plants.  The plan is to have a volunteer 
care for the plants one week at a time.  The number of volunteers will de-
termine how many times a year each person would have to work at the 
courtyard.  Mainly the area would require some weeding and watering.  
There will be a hose the adequate length for watering.  We will have at least 
one meeting to cover the details. If you are interested, contact Pam Viens at 
725-1766 or heroncroft@hotmail.com.   
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“Not Your Ordinary Book Store” 

Orrell Building 

Behind the Library and Mathews Visitor and Information Center 

We’re OPEN every Saturday from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
 

Thousands of books available with several hundred new donations received each 

month.  Ninety percent of our books are priced at $1.00 and under.  Also available 

are hundreds of books for children, teens, and tweens.  And, come and browse the 

back room north wall for books priced at only $.50. 
 

In 2013, our volunteers worked over 1300 hours sorting, pricing, and shelving the 

many nice books that were donated.  The FOL Used Book Store earned over 

$17,000 for the year.  The net proceeds helped to fund many programs during 2013 

including the summer programs for children and youth, the “Soothin’ Summer 

Sounds” and Highland Games for Children.   
 

Many thanks to all our volunteers, including three new volunteers:  Cammie 

Gustafson, and Mary Lou and Wally Sterling. 

                                                                        Jane Abbott, Chair of Used Book Store 

Thanks To FOL Members Who Have Renewed for Life 

Martha Arnold                  Linda & David Moorman 

Karen & Peter Clendenin             Barbara Sampson 

Pauline Flaxington                Martha Ellen Traband 

Susan & Arthur Jennette 

Welcome to New Members 

Dr. Lindy Hatch 

Cleo  Hayes 

Mary Hunley 
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General Donation Form for 2014 
 

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

                Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

                Mail To:                                                 FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127  

For more information about transfer of securities, please contact Bronwyn Hughes, Treasurer at :  (804) 725-6751 or 
hbughespa@gmail.com 
 

In support of the Library, I/we commit a total of   _________________________  
 

Your name and mailing address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

                  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email        ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: _____________________________________       Date  _________________________________ 

Your Continuing 

Support is Appreciated 
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A library outranks any other one thing a 
community can do to benefit its people.  
It is a never-failing spring in the desert. 

                                         

                                    Andrew Carnegie 

 

Want to help our Library through the FOL? 

 Be a lifetime member 

 Donate books 

 Volunteer 

 Buy a brick for someone 

 Visit the bookstore with friends 
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Membership For 2014-Join  for Life and Save!!                                         

                                           I  Want to Open/Renew My Membership. 

                                         Remittance is enclosed to: 

                                _____ Open My Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

                                _____ Open My Annual Membership   @ $5 per person 

                                _____ Renew My Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

           Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name         Telephone 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address      Email Address 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

                            Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

                            Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

        Mail To:                                                 FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 


