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For the first time ever, the Friends of the 
Mathews Memorial Library will celebrate 
National Friends of Libraries Week, Octo-
ber 19 through 25.  The mission of the 
Friends of Mathews Memorial Library is to 
advocate for the library, support its pro-
grams and services, and promote the free-
dom to read for all county residents. 

In pursuit of this mission, more than 300 
Mathews FOL members work to increase 
awareness of the library’s services and value 
in the county, manage a used book store in 
the Orrell Building, volunteer in the  
library, and sell and install commemorative 
bricks in the walkway and patio behind the 
library. 
 

Over the years, the Friends have contribut-
ed significantly to the expansion and im-
provement of the library’s physical facili-
ties.  Beginning in 2010, the Friends raised 
more than $1.3 million and acquired and 
managed the design and renovation of the 
vacant Radio Shack building neighboring the 
library.  The new library wing, opened in 
March 2014, houses the Teen Territory, a 
room exclusively for teenage patrons.  The 
new wing also includes a beautiful, sunny 
atrium for reading and computer use, a 
community reading room, much needed 
staff space, and an outdoor courtyard. 

As part of the FOL Week celebration, the 
Friends and the library, together with  the 
Mathews County Visitor and Information 
Center and Mathews County Historical 
Society, will host a public reception on 
Thursday, October 23, to dedicate and 

celebrate the courtyard of the H. Bland 
Hudgins, M.D. Wing. Located behind the 
new library wing, the courtyard is an inviting 
outdoor public space linking the library, the 
visitor center, the James Store, and the Orrell 
Building.  The reception will honor Dr. Ar-
thur Miller for designing and creating the 
glass sculpture installed in the courtyard, 
John Machen who designed, donated, and 
installed the courtyard landscaping, and all 
those who have helped complete this commu-
nity space. The public is invited to come see 
the courtyard and enjoy light refreshments 
from 4 to 6 pm. 

 

Also during FOL Week, Bev Lammay, for-
mer Specialist for Library Services for Henri-
co Public Schools, will make a presentation 
October 22 at 4 p.m. at the library on teen 
literature in general and the recent best-
seller, The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak, in 
particular.  The following week on October 
30 at 7 p.m., the Mathews Film Society and 
the FOL will screen the movie The Book Thief 
at the Halcyon Building.  The Rev. Gary 
Barker, Rector of Kingston Parish, will intro-
duce the film and lead a discussion after-
wards. 

All events are free and open to the public. 

Other activities in the library during FOL 
Week will include a daily prize drawing for 
library visitors and patrons, sign-up for one-
year free FOL membership, and an oppor-
tunity to purchase books for the Teen Terri-
tory in honor of relatives and friends. 
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From a patron of  

Not Your Usual Used Book Store:   

 

“Amazing!  It’s the best 

used book store on the 

East Coast after  

checking many….” 

 

See page 5 for more 
store details 
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From the President…                          Maree Morgan 

 

Dear Friends, 
     Fall has arrived and with it many special programs and events will be held over the next three 
months by the FOL. October will see a celebration of National Friends of the Libraries Week spon-
sored by our group during the week of October 19-25.The purpose of this special week is to let the 
community know what we do to support the library and how a membership helps in this effort. 
     On Wednesday, October 22nd, at 4 p.m., a lecture/discussion on The Book Thief and young 
adult literature will be lead by Bev Lammay, a former specialist for Library Services in Henrico Coun-
ty. This discussion precedes the FOL sponsorship of the film The Book Thief at the Mathews Film 
Society on Thursday, October 30th at 7 p.m. in the Halcyon Building. 
     On Thursday, October 23rd from 4-6 p.m., the FOL , the Mathews Historical Society, the 
Mathew's Visitors Center and the library will host the first community use of the courtyard. At this 
time, recognition will be given to those who made special donations to the courtyard. 
     Special thanks are in order to Christine Ulhrich, as Membership Chair, who suggested that the 
FOL participate in the National FOL Week. Christine and Brenda Baker are co-chairing the events of 
that week along with FOL committee members Jo Ann Mulvany, Mary Whitley, and Pam Viens. 
     Following October, the FOL will hold a "Tree of Lights" fundraiser in which all donations will be 
dedicated for use by the library for youth and teen needs. On Saturday, December 6th at 5p.m., the 
FOL will host celebrating the lighting of the Christmas Tree of Lights in the Court House Green.  
     As the FOL enters the last quarter of 2014, the few remaining threads of the Library Addition Pro-
ject have been completed. This has been the bridge year between the completion of the project 
which was begun in 2010 and the continuation of existing FOL projects and the creation of new pro-
jects to meet the needs of the library. 
     The Orrell Bookstore under the leadership of Jane Abbott and Michael Cannon continues to pro-
vide a welcoming environment to all each Saturday and to provide a strong financial anchor for the 
FOL's mission to support the library's needs. Roger Gamble ably handles the successful brick walk-
way program. 
     Special thanks to Jane Abbott and Doreen Folzenlogen for the display they created on the history 
of the FOL. Stop by the display case in the Hudgin's Wing of the library to see it.  
     Bronwyn Hughes, as Treasurer of the FOL for the past two years, who brought our financial rec-
ord keeping and financial administration into the 21st Century, resigned from the board at the end of 
August due to work commitments. Her contribution to the FOL has been immeasurable, particularly 
as it coincided with the fundraising and construction phases of the Library Addition Project. Hank 
Furniss agreed to take over as Treasurer and brings a lifetime of experience to this position. 
     Jo Ann Mulvany is our newest board member and brings a strong background in leadership in 
special projects and technology as well as a lifetime spent in the field of education. Jo Ann has not 
missed a beat since joining the board and has immersed herself in the new fall projects.  
     As fall moves into winter, we hope to see you at the upcoming events which are described in 
more detail elsewhere in this newsletter as well as at our general membership meeting in November. 
 
          Maree Morgan, President 
 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 
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FALL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 

The Fall General Meeting of the Friends of the Library will be held on Tuesday, No-
vember 18, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. in the  John Warren Cooke Room of the Mathews Me-
morial Library.  All members are invited to attend to learn about our financial position,  
membership enrollment, and future programs and projects.  
 
Maree Morgan, President of the Friends of the Library Board,  will direct the meeting. 
Come and see how you can become more involved in the FOL and support the library! 

 

   National Friends of Libraries Week  
             October 19-25, 2014 

 

FOL Activities to Celebrate 
 

 

             I nformation Table in Library Monday-Friday  
            9 am - 11 am and 2 pm - 4 pm 
    Prize Drawings and Free Annual Memberships 

 
 

Wednesday, Oct 22 4 pm 
Teen Literature and The Book Thief   

  Mathews Memorial Library    
Bev Lammay, Former Specialist for Library Services, Henrico Public Schools 

 
 

Thursday, Oct 23 4 pm-6 pm 
Courtyard Reception and Celebration 
Mathews Memorial Library Courtyard 

 
 

Thursday, Oct 30 7 pm 
Screening of The Book Thief 

Presented by the Mathews Film Society and the FOL 
The Halcyon Building     

Rev. Gary Barker, Rector of Kingston Parish Episcopal Church 
Discussion Leader 

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 
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From the Librarian….                         Bette Dillehay  

 Library Unlimited 
 

In July, the library registered 99 young people between the ages of 6 to 14 to participate in the 
summer’s annual youth program, the first of which was held in 2002.  Each year’s program, all of 
which have been sponsored by the Friends of the Library, has been built around a theme, ranging 
from “Nurturing Nature” to “Follow the Circus.”  This year’s theme was “What If?”  While this 
might cause one to consider what might have been, the goal of the program was to generate in 
participants the full engagement of their imagination to contemplate what might be! The intent 
was to lead them on an imaginary journey filled with information, adventure, and travel. 

 

Each week helped fulfill our goal, from “Climbing the Cosmos” to “Diving the Deep” to “Made 
From Scratch”, which featured an unforgettable encounter with Paul DePasquale, a famous sculp-
tor.  The third week was in a more serious vein. The theme was “Going Green.”  The young people 
were instructed to think about what can be done to make our world a healthy greener place in 
which to live.  Each person was asked to think about:  “What if it could start with you?”  On Au-
gust 26th, two young people, Suki Zheng and John Langley Deagle, representing all participants, 
appeared before the Board of Supervisors with a pledge to be “defenders of the planet.”  The 
pledge was as follows: 
 

We, the members of the Mathews Memorial Library Going Green Youth Team, see ourselves as part 
of the living Earth.  We, therefore, pledge to be “defenders of the planet” in our own neighborhood 
to help make our community a healthy, greener place in which to live…” 

 

A worthy goal for all, young and old, who inhabit the Earth! 

                                   Bette Dillehay, Library Director 

 

Welcome New  Annual Members 

 

Erlene Abrahamson      Barbara C. Kemp 

Gwynn Henderson             Mary Olson 

Jo Ann Mulvany 

 

If a book is worth reading at all, it is 
worth reading more than once.   

                                   William Gerhardie 

National FOL Week 

October 19-25, 2014 
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Friends of the Library Bookstore is extremely grateful to Mathews citizens and nearby 
neighbors for your wonderful support and donations.  You have continued to bring in all 
your summer guests.  You also have donated outstanding books which are in high 
demand.   You are even giving us audio books which sell quickly.  During the week, vol-
unteers have come in and have dedicated hundreds of hours of sorting and classifying 
these donations to make the store “Not  Your Ordinary Used Book Store.” 
 

Thanks to each of you for helping Friends of the Mathews Library Bookstore have its best 
summer in our history. 
 

Many of you have asked what we do with our surplus paperbacks. 
 

We want you to know that we have formed a connection with the  Middle Peninsula Re-
gional Security Center, which is comprised of 5 member jurisdictions including 
Mathews.   It had a library but was in desperate need of paperback books.  Books are 
picked up once a month by Nancy Perdue who directs and instructs the Adult Basic Edu-
cation and the GED class at the prison.  This outstanding lady also oversees the center’s 
library.   The inmates now look forward with excitement to the arrival of these books, 
sending a list with Nancy of some of their favorite authors. 
 

Recently, some of the inmates wanted to express their gratitude for these books.  They 
decided to write to the Friends of the Library. Their 15 thank you notes made one aware 
of the impact these books are having on their lives and the joy they have brought to their 
days.  Friends will share several of these notes in our next newsletter. 

                        Michael Cannon,  FOL Board Member 

 Not Your Ordinary Used Book Store 
    Orrell Building            

      Behind the Library & Mathews Visitors Center 

    Open Saturdays from 10:00 am-2:00 pm       

Other times by appointment 
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General Membership Meeting 

Tuesday,  November 18, 2014 

10:00 am 

John Warren Cooke Room 

Mathews Memorial Library 

All members and friends invited! 

LIGHT UP THE  HOLIDAY SEASON 
 
Mathews Memorial Library supporters will find plenty of ways to  
welcome the holiday season this year! 
 
On Sunday, November 30, 2014 from 2:00-4:00 p.m., the  
Mathews Memorial Library will host its annual “Deck the  
Halls” event, with opportunities for all ages to decorate trees and enjoy seasonal music and good fel-
lowship!  This annual event has become a favorite of many folks in our community and is a great way 
to get into the spirit of the holidays! 
 

The Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library will light the Tree of Light at a brief ceremony on 
Saturday, December 6 at 5:00 p.m. on the historic Court Green in downtown Mathews.  Carols 
will be sung, refreshments will be served, and every child in attendance will receive a free book. 
 

With its first annual Tree of Light program, the Friends will provide individuals in the community 

with the opportunity to dedicate a light on the tree in memory of a loved one or in honor of a friend 

or family member.  Minimum donations of $10 per light will help to light the tree and proceeds will 

provide the ”light of learning” to the community through support of library programs for our youth.  

Donors may specify that the recipient or a family member receive notification of the light given in 

honor or memory of a person.  Friends of the Library members will receive more information in a 

mailing.  What a great way to show your love and respect for someone during the holidays—and sup-

port reading and learning! 

               Steve Whiteway, FOL Board Member 

 

 

Some books are to be tasted, 

others to be swallowed, and 

some few to be chewed and 

digested. 

                             Francis Bacon 
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                                Brick Walkway & Patio 

 

 This quarter saw an uptake in the number of bricks donated, with seven new 
bricks added to the nine during the first six months of the year. Our yearly aver-
age of twenty is definitely in reach, and hopefully we will surpass that number.  
 

Birthdays, anniversaries and holidays are excellent occasions to honor family 
and friends with walkway bricks. And don't forget your family pets who can join 
the many (cats, dogs, horses, etc) who now are honored at the library.  
 

A 4x8 inch brick is still only $100 and an 8x8 inch brick remains $150. Forms are 
available at the library and at  www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org .                                                            

                                                                                                                             

                                                                                                     Roger Gamble, Walkway Chairman 

 

 

The Book Thief 

Book Presentation and Movie 

     As a part of the National Friends of the Libraries Week, there will be a lecture at the library 
reviewing the themes of current teen literature in general and the recent best-seller The Book 
Thief, by Markus Zusak, in particular.  This will be held Wednesday, October 22, 2014, at 
4:00 pm. 
     Bev Lammay, former Specialist for Library Services in Henrico Public Schools, will be the 
speaker for the  presentation.  As an educator for many years, and professor  at  The Catholic 
University of America, Virginia Commonwealth University, and Longwood University, and 
well-known media expert in the state, Ms. Lammay is well qualified to speak on the topic of 
teen literature.  From The Hunger Games to The Maze, Divergent and The Book Thief, popular 
young adult literature is much darker and more apocalyptic than we older readers may re-
member from our favorite teen books, The Hardy Boys, Nancy Drew, Watership Down, or The 
Hobbit.   
          The following week, on October 30, the Mathews Film Society will screen the movie The 
Book Thief at the Halcyon Building.  Rev. Gary Barker, Rector of Kingston Parish, will intro-
duce the film and lead a discussion afterwards.  Refreshments will be served courtesy of the 
FOL. 
     We hope you will attend both the lecture and the movie and invite your  friends, neigh-
bors, and any Thomas Hunter Middle School or Mathews High School students who would 
enjoy the discussions. 

                                                                                                         Mary B. Whitley, FOL Board Member 
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General Membership Meeting Minutes Spring, 2014…. 

 

Maree Morgan called the meeting to order.  Hank Furniss moved to dispense with reading of the minutes.  Jane Senyk seconded and all 

approved.  Maree thanked Ann South for providing refreshments for the meeting. 

Treasurer’s Report:  Bronwyn Hughes reported that FOL has budgeted $15,000.00 for library activities.  FOL has received an addi-

tional $4000.00 from the Treakle Foundation.  She reported that the Book Store continues to provide a good income for the Friends.  

Bronwyn reported that the Library Addition Project is not quite finished with one bill still outstanding and a total of $1,350,000.00 has 

been raised. 

Book Store Report:  Jane Abbott reported that book sales continue to do well.  More than $3700.00 was raised between January and 

March.  There have been 11 volunteers working 300 hours.  The sale averages a customer base of 60-70 adults and children.  The store 

can always use more books.  Excess books go to the prisoners in Saluda.  Jane and Michael are planning on more advertising for the up-

coming quarter using Facebook, the web site and a booth at the Gwynn’s Island Festival.  Jane thanked Michael for working on the new 

signs for the book store and the FOL for funding the signs by Coastwise Signs.  She added that word of mouth brings in a lot of customers.  

Martha Arnold and Neil Webre won the drawings for a book store gift certificate.  Barbara Sampson was Volunteer of the Year. 

Library Director:  Bette Dillehay urged everyone to tour the new addition.  She reported that the library has 10,600 patrons and Teen 

Center activity is growing.  On Tuesday and Thursday homework assistance is available in the Teen Center and there is a bus for pick up.  

The Maya Angelou trip was cancelled because of the author’s illness.  The trip had been overbooked because of so much interest.  The 

Fantasy Trip will be to Ireland this year.  There will be a teen program highlighting six teens involved in sports, academia and community 

to “Learn the Secrets of Success”.  Bob Brown and Bill Lohmann will give a talk about their book, Back Roads—People, Places and Pie in 

Virginia. 

Buildings and Grounds:  Hank Furniss reported that the Mathews Garden Club is responsible for the upkeep of the Pam Machen Gar-

den.  He has been communicating with the county for repairs needed at the Orrell Building. 

Communications:  Mary Whitley reported that the number of newsletters has gone from four to three.  There will be newsletters in 

April, summer and November.  She said if someone was not receiving a newsletter to get in touch with her.  She encouraged receiving 

the newsletter by e-mail since it reduces the cost.  There are 120 newsletters being mailed and 150-200 being e-mailed.  FOL has a new 

web site that was developed by students at Mathews High School under the direction of Mr. Whitcomb. 

Membership:  Christine Ulrich reported that FOL has 335 members, and she has updated the list recently.  She is working on building 

the membership by including businesses and families.  She pointed out that the FOL will be sponsoring the Christmas Tree Lighting Cere-

mony, and she is seeking people to partner with FOL.  There is a volunteer opportunity for people to help with caring for the plants in 

the courtyard. 

Bricks and Patio:  FOL earned $600.00 for bricks this year.  The bricks are only ordered once a month to save on shipping. 

President’s Report:  Maree announced that Doreen Folzenlogen had resigned from the Board of Directors and that the Board had 

elected Brenda Baker to finish Doreen’s term (2016).  Brenda has previously served on the FOL’s Library Addition Capital Campaign 

Committee.  FOL’s mission is to promote literacy through the library.  The organization was established 32 years ago for advocacy and 

fundraising for the library programs and capital expansion.  The current expansion began in 2010 when Neil Webre started the project in 

December because of a suggestion by Norma von Brock with the purchase of the electronics building.  Four years later FOL has raised 

$1,350,000 since the Capital Campaign began in 2012.  Since 1998, FOL has raised over $2,100,000.00 for library construction.  The 

first with $750,000.00 raised from 1998-2003 for the Youth Wing and John Warren Cooke Conference Room. FOL is in the final stages 

of construction for the Library Addition Project.  The final payment for construction is awaiting lien waivers and warranties.  There are 

still things to be done: standing water in the courtyard, landscaping that needs to be installed and lighting needs to be added with a spot-

light for Art Miller’s glass sculpture.  There is still $80,000.00 in outstanding pledges. 

Maree pointed to ongoing programs that FOL funds:  summer programs, visiting authors, bus trips, technology, data line and databases.  

FOL also helps with maintenance, landscaping in the courtyard, Career Connect, books to shut-ins, fall fundraising letter and Christmas 

Tree Lighting and Ceremony.  The bookstore is an on-going effort operating for fifteen years and in 2013 raised $17,000.00.  She 

thanked Hopke and Associates, architect; Ken Sechrest, FOL construction supervisor and the Building Committee for moving the con-

struction forward. 

                                                                                                                                                                      Pamela Viens, FOL Secretary 
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Meet Our Library Staff... 

    

 

 

Greg Lewis 

Head of  Technology Services   

     Mathews Memorial Library    

 
 
It is very obvious if you have worked with Greg Lewis or watched him in action that here is someone 
who loves his job.  A native of Mathews County and graduate of Mathews High School (Class of 1988), 
Greg earned a Bachelor’s degree in Geography from Mary Washington College, now known as the Uni-
versity of Mary Washington.  Greg became involved with the library as a volunteer and member of the 
Friends of the Library.  His professional tenure with the Mathews Memorial Library began in 1996 as a 
part time employee, and he progressed to full time in 2002. 
 
When asked why he choose library services as his career, Greg replied, “ It is a way to work with the 
public and give back to my community.”  When he began at the library, there was only one computer for 
the public and the staff to share.  He developed an interest in computers and technology as part of his li-
brary duties and began to learn “on the job”, both through experience and from his predecessor, Jack 
Ailor. He also looked for courses  to enhance his knowledge. 
 
As head of Technology Services, Greg’s duties include overseeing the acquisitions and cataloging of ma-
terials, teaching classes, and assisting patrons with technology issues.  One of his first initiatives was get-
ting library records digitized.  As more and more computers were added to the library, he was responsi-
ble for networking them.  
 
Technology has been a positive addition to public libraries, according to Greg.  It has allowed better 
communication between libraries while promoting services such as interlibrary loans, and providing 
computers and training for the community, especially the retired population, which is quite large in a 
county such as Mathews.   
 
The best part of his job is completing a project that enhances library services and seeing patrons use new 
technology skills learned during  library training.  He looks forward to being a part of the development of 
new ways to make the library more accessible  over the internet, such as with E-books. 
 
When he isn’t working on a computer, Greg likes to read non-fiction, such as Civil War history and 
books about travel, geography, or technology-naturally!  Greg is confident there will always be books in 
the library-but technology will lessen the barriers to knowledge and make libraries more accessible to 
anyone, anywhere.    
                               Mary B. Whitley, FOL Board Member   
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It’s the Giving Time of the Year 

As you make your end-of-year charitable contributions, please consider a 
tax deductible gift to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library.  Gifts 
assist the FOL in meeting its mission of advocacy and support for the library 
and its programs and services which benefits all citizens of Mathews Coun-
ty. 

Below is a contribution form, and we thank you for any and all support! 

 

General Donation Form for 2014 

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible. 

Make checks payable to: Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

Mail to: FOL, P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127 

For more information about transfer of securities, please contact Hank Furniss,  
FOL Treasurer, at : (804) 725-5249. 
 
In support of the Library, I/we commit a total of _________________________ 

 

Your name and mailing address:  

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Signature: _______________________________Date __________________ 



From the Treasurer...                         Hank Furniss 

Statement of Financial Position as of September 9, 2014 

ASSETS  

FOL Funds  

Checking Account        25,508 

Library Director’s Fund          100 

      25,608 

Library Addition  Funds  

Library Addition Trust         2,161 

Pledges      70,893 

     73,054 

Library Addition Costs  

Radio Shack Building     186,404 

Loughridge, Contractor     798,000 

Other Construction Costs        12,609 

Furnishings      62,933 

Computers      10,000 

Architect      121,699 

Engineer          3,220 

Electric          4,448 

Insurance         4,574 

Legal Fees         3,718 

Miscellaneous        11,098 

Printing & Promotion       10,343 

Fundraising Contractor       86,640 

Project Manager        46,097 

 1,361,788 

UNDEVELOPED LAND BE-
HIND ORRELL BUILDING 

   158,000 

TOTAL ASSETS  1,618,450 

LIABILITIES  

  

Completed Library  

         Addition 

 

Donations     731,709 

From FOL Savings     189,286 

From Local Businesses        31,550 

Grants     158,500 

From Mathews County     250,000 

Interest on Trust Account             743 

    1,361,788 

Chesapeake Bank Loan      82,000 

  

TOTAL LIABILITIES 1,443,788 

  

  

NET ASSETS     174,662 

       

 

 

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
& NET ASSETS 

 

1,618,450 
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Membership For 2015      Join  for Life and Save!!                                        

                                           I  Want to Open/Renew My Membership. 

                                         Remittance is enclosed to: 

                                _____ Open New Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

                                _____ Open New  Annual Membership   @ $5 per person 

                                _____ Renew  Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

           Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name         Telephone 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address      Email Address 

             ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

                            City      State        Zip Code 

 

                            Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

                            Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

        Mail To:                                                 FOL,  P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 


