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OF  THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC. 

FRIENDS 

On April 4, Loughridge & Co. LLC, based in Richmond with close ties to Mathews, signed a contract with 
the Friends for the  construction/renovation of the new Library Addition.  The early weeks were spent lin-
ing up their sub contractors  of which  approximately 40% either have their businesses based in Mathews or 
the owners have homes here.  At the same time, Loughridge  determined if the materials such as the steel 
beams and the prefabricated roof for the existing courtyard would be available "when needed" during con-
struction.   In mid-late May, demolition began and a large dumpster appeared on Main Street to be filled 
with the "old green carpeting", tiles, concrete, etc.   In early June, the windows and door of the building 
were removed to leave a gaping hole for a number of weeks.  Work was continuing behind the scenes 
though.  During the week of June 24th, the concrete floor was poured for the "soon to be" room for pa-
trons to use to read and to use their computer.  Later that week, the chiller (cools the Library) was moved 
to a new location in the outdoor courtyard.  This move was coordinated with Bette Dillehay so as to have 
minimum impact on the activities and programs of the Library.  As we  move into early July, increased ac-
tivities will take place with the framing of the walls and preparation of the outside walls for insulation and 
wallboard.  Each week brings new activities to the construction site.  AMAZING THINGS  are happening to 
your Library Addition! 

COMPETION DATE  of the project is estimated by Loughridge to be in early September. John Waechter, 

Project Manager, and John Campbell, Project Supervisor on site,  lead the Loughridge team and work 

closely with our architect, Beth Crowder of Hopke & Associates, and Ken Sechrest,  the Friends’ Construc-

tion Project Manager. 

Construction Is Underway!! 

The building has been cleared and 
is ready for construction. 

A view of the right side of the 
building soon to be enclosed. 

The new cement floor has been 
poured. 
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From the President…                          Maree Morgan 

 

Dear Friends, 

      What a difference a year has made in the Capital Campaign for the New Library Addition.  Construc-
tion is underway and the estimated completion date is early September. (see front page article) 
 

      In June, The Richard Gwathmey and Caroline T. Gwathmey Memorial Trust approved a grant of 
$30,000 to assist us with our project.  With the help of the County of Mathews  and individuals, private 
foundations and businesses, not only from Mathews, but also from the  Richmond, Williamsburg, and 
Washington  D.C. areas,  $1,168,000 has been raised to date toward our goal of $1,300,000.   
 

      The remaining 10% (or approximately $135,000) is said to be the hardest money to raise in a capital 
campaign.  Please help us to disprove this old adage by joining your friends in making a new gift or in-
creasing your existing gift.  This is the  CHALLENGE.   

 Maree Morgan, 

 President 

 

 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

Lots of action on Main Street!! 

A view of the rear of the 
building. 

The library chiller which 
has been moved. 

Are you up to the CHALLENGE?  
Help us raise the final 10% of the 
needed funds to finish the project-
Mail donations to: 

Friends of Mathews Memorial Library 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109 
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 Sounds from Around the World 

                                                                                                   
                                                 
                      Leah Kruszewski                                Art Muroff Trio                               
                     Flamenco & Classical Guitar                               American Rhythms                                     

                         Thursday, July 18th        Thursday, August 8th                                                                                                                                                                 

                              7 p.m.                7 p.m. 
    

                                             Bagels & Fraylox Klezmer Band 
                                        Music of 19th-century Eastern Europe 

                                                      Thursday, August 15th  
                                                               7 p.m. 

                        No Admission Charge and Open to the Public 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

    USED BOOK SALES at the ORRELL BUILDING 

     Summer and Fall Used Book Sales                                Every Month Throughout 2013 

                                          Open Every Saturday   10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 

FOL members and Friends will be reminded each week by e-mail of our open days and will be 

notified of any special events.  Do we have your e-mail address?  Join the Friends for only 

$5.00 per year-see membership form in this newsletter. 
 

Many thanks to everyone in the community and surrounding areas for your support with dona-

tions of wonderful books for our sales.  A special thank you to Judy Jay, John Dale, and 

Johnny Wroten for donations from the estates of Jimmie Jay, Kenny Dale, and Marjorie Belch 

Wroten. 
 

Also, thank you to the following volunteers who work over 100 hours each month to sort, 

shelve, and sell books:   David Abbott, Martha and Joe Arnold, Ed and Michael Cannon, Bar-

bara and Jon Sampson, Nan Hatheway, Joan Metzger, Betty Dillehay and the Library Staff, 

and all the members of the Friends’ Board of Directors. 

                                                                                Jane Abbott, Chair of Used Book Sales 
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From the Librarian….                  Bette Dillehay   

 

ON BEING DIGITIZED 

Imagine yourself as a student in high school.  Your assignment in American history is to write a paper on 
the Civil War.  You have chosen to write about Captain Sally Tompkins.  It’s 10 p.m. on Sunday evening 
and the paper is due on Monday.  You know the Mathews Memorial Library has numerous facts relating 
to Tompkins’ service to the Confederacy as well as documents that include the history of her family 
home at Poplar Grove.  But, the library’s closed!  What to do – it seems hopeless.  But then you re-
member – the library has just completed a project of digitizing their archival documents.  This means 
you have only to locate them in the catalog to be able to obtain access to the documents you need. 

 

A digital image is the representation of an object by a discrete set of points.  Digitizing a written docu-
ment or other similar types of material means the library performs a series of activities to create a fac-
simile of the object (books, newspapers, pictures) as a means of preserving the content of the materials. 

 

While many students may be satisfied with a few hits on Google, many others, along with researchers, 
are more anxious to have access to original resource materials.  Thanks to digitizing, it is now possible 
to share primary resources online.  If this seems like a fairy tale today, you may be in for a surprise. 
When the Mathews Memorial Library launches its planned digital collection of archival materials in 
2014, it will be joining a national initiative to make primary sources universally available to students, 
researchers and others, while, at the same time, providing a means for protecting and preserving docu-
ments of historical value. 

 

For the library, this is an important step forward.  Since shortly after moving into the newly renovated 
library, we have enjoyed a partnership with the Mathews County Historical Society.  Through our 
agreement, documents in the Society’s collection, as well as library documents, are housed in the Hol-
lerith Archival Center and cataloged as part of the library collection.  This includes over 780 distinct 
collections of documents, ranging from pre-revolutionary war materials and commercial records to let-
ters and documents of private collections. 

 

To accomplish this ambitious task will require a coordinated effort between library staff and volunteers.  
Creating an acceptable product begins with obtaining the appropriate equipment.  Recently, the library 
invested in a wide-format scanner and digital collection management software at a cost of slightly over 
$7,000.  Training will be needed to ensure that the project produces a collection in a format that can be 
more widely accessed and shared. 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 
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      Bricks in the News 

The Walkway and Patio are ready and anxious 
for your new brick donations to celebrate fam-
ily, friends, clubs, pets, philosophical ideas or 
whatever inscription you desire.  We have re-
ceived three 4 x  4 and two 8 x 8 bricks since 
the last newsletter.  Add to those already there 
as you contribute in a positive way to the 
Friends' support of our great Library.  Forms 
are available at the Library and on the Friends’ 
website. 

                                            Roger Gamble 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

  Just the knowledge that a good book is 
awaiting one at the end of a long day 

makes that day happier. 

                                         Kathleen Norris 

Help us to save our dollars for the li-
brary. Let us email this newsletter to 
you.  Email whmwhitley@gmail.com and 
we will put you on the electronic mail-
ing list.  Thanks!!! 

 

Membership For 2013-Join  for Life and Save!!                                         

                                           I  Want to Open/Renew My Membership. 

 

                                         Remittance is enclosed to: 

 

                                _____ Open My Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person 

                                _____ Open My Annual Membership   @ $5 per person 

                                _____ Renew My Annual Membership @ $5 per person 

 

Mr./Mrs./Ms_____________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name         Telephone 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    Address      Email Address 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

          City      State        Zip Code 

 

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. are tax deductible.    

 

                                 Make Checks Payable To:                     Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc 

Mail To:                                                 P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127   
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         Why???... Is the Used Book Store Named The Orrell Building? 

 

This is a question that has been asked over the years.  The Friends of The Library Used Book 

Store began its operation in the present building in 1999. 

 

This building is dedicated to the memory of Robert W. Orrell, Captain, United States Navy Air 

Force.  He made it possible for a former shed to be remodeled into the present book store. 

 

Captain Orrell was born in 1898 in Detroit, Michigan and graduated from the University of 

Michigan.  He adopted Mathews County as his home in 1939 where he resided at 

“Sweetwater” in Cardinal until his death in 1980. 

 

When Captain Orrell moved to Mathews County, he quickly realized that Mathews needed to 

upgrade its community services.  He made his personal financial resources available in the 

way of gifts and grants for the Volunteer Fire Department, Emergency Rescue Squad, schools, 

and the Mathews Memorial Library. 

 

Upon his death on October 18, 1980, Captain Orrell bequeathed a perpetual annual sum of 

$5,000 to be used to enhance the library system.  The money was invested and allowed to ac-

cumulate until it became sufficient to purchase 7.3 acres of land directly behind the library. 

 

At that time, the 7.3 acres were privately owned and had been used for a nursery/greenhouse 

business with a 3-sided shed filled with equipment and a fuel storage tank.  The resources of 

his bequest paid for the total cost and renovation of the shed into the used book store.   

 

The building was given to the county in 1999, and is leased to The Friends of the Mathews 

County Library for the purpose of selling used books with the proceeds benefiting the library. 

       Jane J. Abbott 

       Chair, FOL Used Book Store 

 Information for this article obtained from: 

 -The dedication plaque located on the wall just inside the Used Book Store                            

 -Obituary, Capt. Robert Whaley Orrell, Gazette Journal, October 23, 1980 

                                                 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 
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  In the case of good books, the point is   
not how many of them you can get 

through, but rather how many can get 
through to you. 

                                      Mortimer J. Adler 

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

 

DONA HONORARIA 

We have received honoring gifts 

since the last newsletter:                                                         

In Memory of   

Dunbar Lawson, Jr.  
by Reed Lawson 

 
Tucker A. Armstrong  
by his grandparents, Joe and Beverly 
Diggs 

 

In Honor of   

Mrs. Anne Billups' 90
th
 birthday  

by Peggy Hudgins 

                Membership Drive 

 

We welcome New and Renewing Members:   

 Susan Goldstein           Susan Keith  

 Don McKelvey               Sally Howland 

 Peggy Newsome             Mary Wade Smith 

 Sally Ann Thompson      Joyce Clark 

 Jim and Sarah Renner     Evelyn Kernan 

 Louise Witherspoon          Martha Ellen Traband 

       Carter, Joe, Katherine, and Will Reid 

          Dr. and Mrs. George G. Goode 

           Michael and Maxine Francisco 

     

 Friends of Library Website 

 

Our new website is up and running--check it out:  www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org 

Many thanks to Mr. Dennis Whitcomb, Mathews High School Advanced Web Design 

instructor, and his students for their design and development work on the updated web-

site.  Also, thanks to Lauren Perreault for the final editing and uploading of the im-

proved website.  We hope you will find it informative and easy to use. 

 Buy a Brick:  

$100  4X4 brick  
$150  8X8 brick 

Where can you find an online book club? 

            www.mathewslibrary.org 

                       Where else??? 
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Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 

P. O. Box 127 

Mathews, VA  23109-0127 

      Mathews Memorial Library  

Author’s Talk  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Schapiro, Richmond-Times Dispatch political columnist, addressed a crowd of Mathews Memorial 

Library patrons on Thursday, June 20th, 2013.  His focus was on Virginia history and politics ending with 

questions and comments from the audience.  Mr. Shapiro’s address was educational and entertaining.  The 

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library is proud to support these programs financially.  Check the li-

brary website for future author talks. 
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