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FRIENDS
OF THE MATHEWS MEMORIAL LIBRARY, INC.

From the President...
Dear Friends,

As I write this note to you,  all of us find ourselves in the midst of the bounty that summer brings:  fresh 
vegetables and fruits, gathering of friends and families to celebrate warm (hot and humid) days and long 
evenings, and summer vacations.  We on the board of the Friends of the Library find ourselves in the 
midst of making the "H. Bland Hudgins Wing" come alive.  As mentioned in the last newsletter, the 
Board entered into a contract with the architects Hopke and Associates to develop the architectural and 

engineering designs, constructions documents, and architectural oversight 
during the actual renovations.  While the designs are being developed 
this summer, the Board has interviewed and retained a consultant to help 
us ensure a successful fund raising campaign.  The next six to eight 
weeks will focus on the ingredients for a successful fund raising 
endeavor and the development of a blueprint for implementation.

The Board will host a members only Open House at the H. Bland 
Hudgins Wing on Wednesday, September 7, 2011 from 3:00-5:00 
p.m. The building will  also be open to the public during Market Days 
in Mathews on September 9 and 10.  The purpose of the Open House is 
for all FOL members to have the opportunity to step inside the building 
and to visualize its use, to ask questions, to look at the plans for the 
renovations of the 5000+ square feet and to enjoy refreshments with 

other members of the Friends.

Looking forward to seeing you at Market Days,
Maree Morgan
President
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MARKET DAYS OPEN HOUSE
September 7  -  3:00 - 5:00 p.m.

H. Bland Hudgins Wing (next to the Library)

View the plans for the 5000+ sq. ft. wing which will add much needed space to the 
Library.   We would like you to step into this space  and to visualize the future. 

http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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From the Library Director...
Being Connected

Two major events occurred in 1989 – the first was the 
historic dismantling of the Berlin Wall;  the second, the 
invention of the World Wide Web, was little recognized at 
the time, beyond a few scientific and technical researchers.  
However, like a rock thrown in a stream, the ripples of this 
event have flowed through society  and transformed the way 
people live.  Even those who sensed the importance of the 
Web failed to anticipate the economic and social change that 
would ensue.

The concept of a digital divide gained headway in the mid-
to-late 1990s.  Much was made of the need to be connected 
to remain relevant.  It was evident that it  would become 
increasingly  necessary for people to make the leap across the 
divide in order to succeed. It was generally accepted that 
overcoming this threat depended on access to a computing 
device.  Today, it is recognized that the computing device is 
only a small part  of the context in which people can 
successfully integrate technology into their lives.  

For the past year, researchers at Virginia Commonwealth 
University  have been examining present day digital divide 
issues.  According to Nancy  Stutts, one of the co-authors of 
the study, “…the digital divide will increase as more activities 
– such as filling out job applications, paying bills or checking bank balances – migrate online.”  She 
concludes that “everyday life depends on knowing how to use the Internet.”1 Initially, while the digital 
divide meant not having a computer, today the focus has shifted towards a broader context – one of 
computer literacy.  Study co-author Liana Kleeman, observed: “Those who are hardest hit, both by  lack 
of access and skill, fall along lines of income, race, ethnicity, education levels and age.”

In 2001, the Mathews Memorial Library, along with other libraries, acquired its first  “public” computers 
through the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  Providing this access filled an essential gap for rural 
communities where the divide was most prevalent.  With the move into the renovated library  in 2002, 
additional computers were purchased and placed in the adult area and, through a grant from Verizon, in 
the youth wing as well.  The use of such computers was enhanced by the accessibility  to a higher speed 
network than generally available elsewhere in the County. 

In 2005, the decision was made to launch a series of computer training programs, which were created in 
cooperation with Techriders, a non-profit organization and developer of the program, “Train the 
Trainers.” Classes were held offered on a regular basis for individuals interested in enhancing their 

                                           continued page 3

 Upcoming Events
at a glance

Pre-School Story Time
Wednesdays, 10:00 am

 
Career Connect Center

Thursdays, 10:00 am

Soothin’ Summer Sounds 
Cora Armstrong

Spreading the Good Word
Thursday, August 8, 7:00 pm

Soothin’ Summer Sounds 
Runaway String Band

Music at the Heart of America
Thursday, August 25, 7:00 pm

visit the library’s website for 
complete descriptions and  for 

registration requirements
www.mathewslibrary.org
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Being Connected cont’d

ability  to use computers effectively.  The first 
course offered was a basic course taught by  staff 
members, Carol McCormack and Greg Lewis.  
Over the next few years, additional courses were 
added, focusing on the use of the Internet and e-
mail.  The ability  to reach more students was 
facilitated by another Gates grant which provided 
for the purchase of 15 additional laptops with the 
condition that we agree to travel to other 
communities in the Middle Peninsula where the 
workshops could also be made available.  This 
network of service continues to the present.  In 
addition, in 2011, the menu of workshops was 
expanded under the umbrella of a program 
entitled “Techstew.”  This latest addition further 
broadens the computer literacy of individuals who 
participate, introducing them to such topics as 
social networking, information on the Web and e-
commerce (eBay and PayPal).

The Career Connect Center (C3) relies heavily on 
the availability  of the library’s computer classes in 
assisting individuals in upgrading their computer 
skills, thus increasing their opportunities for 
employment.  Access is also critical in learning of 
jobs and communicating with potential 
employers.

In spite of the progress made by libraries in the 
last fifteen years in addressing both computer 
access and literacy, emerging  consumer focused 
tools and services such as e-books, are generally 
beyond the scope of library services.  While 
perhaps not as essential as other computer linked 
services, they are content based and increasingly 
in high public demand.  The reason for this new 
“divide” is primarily because libraries and 
publishers haven’t yet figured out how to create 
an e-content model that works in libraries.  There 
are big problems still to be solved to ensure that 

the digital divide does not impair the quality of 
life in our community.  The library is pleased to 
be a part of the solution.

1 DeVasher, Bryan.  “Meeting to explore Richmond’s 
‘digital divide.’ Richmond, Virginia, Richmond Times 
Dispatch, Tuesday, June 28, 2011, p. B1

Bette Di%ehay
Director 

NEWSLETTER NEWS
With each quarterly newsletter this year, the 
number of members who have agreed to receive 
the newsletter electronically has increased.  
Thanks to all of you who are participating in this 
program. We realize that  the electronic newsletter 
is not an option for many of our members, but if 
it is an option for you and if you would be willing 
to receive your newsletter electronically, please 
send a message to that effect  to our email address 
at friendsofmathewslibrary@gmail.com.

Mary Margaret Hutchins
Newsletter Editor

PS: To save on printing costs, the mailed edition 
of the newsletter has no color photos. To see the 
electronic newsletter with color photos, you can 
visit our website.

http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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FOL SPONSORS 
SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS

Have you ever wondered how you can bend your 
finger just by thinking it?  Have you ever 
wondered how your brain can work as your own 
computer control room?  In fact, the brain is so 
awesome it can solve equations, write 
symphonies even think about  thinking.  The 
human brain is very special, but you may be 
surprised to learn it has been put together with 
parts from jellyfish, lizards and mice.  Wouldn’t it 
be cool to understand how your brain works?  
The Mathews Memorial Library 2011 summer 
program, Mind Over Matter, provided youth a 
chance to explore the most amazing part of the 
body:  the brain.

Beginning on July  5th, Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday of each week during July were devoted to 
summer program, Mind Over Matter, for young 
people between the ages of 6 and 14.  In addition 
to Lemonade Lectures on Tuesdays and 
Discovery Days on Fridays, each Thursday was 
dedicated to interpreting, through crafts and 
activities, what already had been seen and 
learned.  Wednesdays were reserved for Tales to 
be Told for preschoolers through kindergarten 
who heard stories centering on themes associated 
with Mind Over Matter.

Scheduled activities were held each day between 
10:00 a.m. and noon. Lemonade and cookies 
were served after each program.  There was no 
charge for participation in the program, which 
was sponsored by The Friends of the Mathews 
Memorial Library, Inc. 

FOL sponsored the Summer Highland Games, held on 
June 24, 2011. Many thanks to the kilted volunteers 
and the bagpiper!

http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
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USED  BOOK  SALES
ORRELL  BUILDING

SUMMER AND FALL  2011

August - September 3
Open Friday and Saturday   

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Market Days - September 9 and 10
Open Friday and Saturday

9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Enjoy  Market Days by leaving the books you 
purchase with us.  Pick them up before 3 p.m.

After September 10, the Book Store will be 
open on the first and third Saturdays of each 
month:  September 17, October 1 & 15, 
November 5 & 19, December 3 & 17. 
Members will be notified by e-mail if we 
have additional openings.  Are you a current 
member?  Do we have you e-mail address?

Thank you to everyone in the community 
and surrounding areas for donating all the 
wonderful books for our sales.

Thank you to the following volunteers who 
make the book store successful:  Michael 
and Ed Cannon, David Abbott, Nan 
Hathaway, Stephen Raptis, Marcie Ray, 
Pat Kinsley, Joan Metzger, Diana More, 
Barbara Sampson, Doreen Folzenlogen 
and the library staff.

We sold over 1300 books last month.  This 
means that the volunteers had to handle each 
book at least 2 times - shelving and selling - 
for a total of 2600 hands on work.  We 
couldn’t do this job without our volunteers.

Jane Abbott
Chair, Used Book Sales

BRICK WALKWAY & PATIO

The wooden table on the Patio, which is constantly 
used by  library patrons, made viewing of 19 bricks 
difficult.  In order to allow for use of the table and 
to permit donors and others to have a clear view of 
the inscribed bricks, I relocated 19 bricks from 
under the table and reinstalled them close to their 
original spots.  Should you be unable to find your 
brick, I will be pleased to show you where it is.

May was an exceptional month for additions to the 
Patio as we received eight new donations: five 8x8 
bricks at  $150 each and three 4x4 bricks at $100 
each. Donors received a call thanking them for the 
donation and advising them when and where the 
inscribed bricks were installed.  Donors also 
received a very attractive certificate detailing the 
donation, courtesy of the volunteer efforts of  Neil 
Holmberg.  Donations of bricks are used to 
support the library. There is still a lot  of space for 
additional bricks on the Patio, so keep those 
donations coming.  

Contact me should you have any questions.

http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
http://www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org


Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
P.O. Box 127
Mathews, VA  23109-0127

I Want to Open/Renew My Membership.
Remittance is enclosed to:
  _____ Open My Lifetime Membership @ $50 per person
  _____ Open My Annual Membership   @ $5 per person
  _____ Renew My Annual Membership @ $5 per person

I Want to Help the Friends Support the Library.
     _____  Enclosed is my gift of $____________________.

Mr/Mrs/Ms_____________________________________________________________________________
    Name         Telephone

______________________________________________________________________________________
    Address      Email Address

______________________________________________________________________________________
          City      State        Zip Code

Contributions to the Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc. 
are tax deductible.   Make checks payable to

Friends of the Mathews Memorial Library, Inc.
 and mail to P.O. Box 127, Mathews, Virginia 23109-0127.   

www.friendsofmathewslibrary.org
friendsofmathewslibrary@gmail.com
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